
   

2021 Budget Consultation Survey Results 
 

1. From what you have heard or seen about the County's financial situation, would you say it is a major 
problem but not a crisis, is a minor problem, or no different from other years?  

 
Answer Choices    Responses 

 
Problem      83.5% 
Minor problem     10.5% 
No different from other years   1.5%     
Don't know     4.5%     
 

 
2. What would you say are the three most important issues facing Birch Hills County today? 

 
1. Oil & Gas taxes    (24%) 
2. Roads   (25%) 
3. Staffing Levels     (19%) 
 

 
3. Which of the following comes closest to your opinion? 

 

Answer Choices Responses 

 
The County should focus more on 
reducing spending to improve its 
current financial situation   

 

 
24% 

 
The County should focus more on 
increasing revenue (i.e., taxes) to 
improve its current financial situation   

 

 
2% 

 
The County needs to find a balance 
between reducing spending and 
increasing revenue to improve its 
current financial situation   

 

 
66% 

 
Don’t know   

 

8% 

 
 

4. Should County spending be reduced? 
 
Answer Choices    Responses 

 
Yes     89% 
No     11% 

 
If the County needs to reduce spending, please rank the top three areas where you think spending could be 
reduced. 
 



   

 
Answer Choices 

 
Responses 

Culverts 4% 

Dust Control 46% 

Gravel 4% 

Grading 5% 

Mowing 34% 

Parks 32% 

Recreation Supports 34% 

Transportation 22% 

Weed/Pest Control  38% 

Other (please specify below): 24% 

 
5. Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree that the following would be effective ways for the 

County to increase revenue. 
 

 Strongly 
agree 

 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don't 
know 

Increasing 
taxes on 
businesses 

18% 23% 18% 25% 13% 3% 

Increasing 
residential 
taxes  

12% 18% 17% 28% 23% 2.0% 

New fees 
for services 

20% 33% 11% 18% 11% 7% 

 
6. What other revenue generation ideas do you think the County should be looking into at this time? The 

below word cloud highlights the frequency of response.  
    

 


