
 
 

AGENDA 
BIRCH HILLS COUNTY 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TO BE HELD IN THE 

WANHAM BIRCH HILLS COUNTY OFFICE 
June 13, 2019 

 
1. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 
 
2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 
3. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 

a. May 23 2019 Regular Council Meeting Minutes (Page 3) 
 
4.  DELEGATIONS – Alisha Mody MMSA re draft LUB review 

 
5.  COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

a. Reeve Manzulenko (Ward 4) 
b. Deputy Reeve Carbone (Ward 7)  
c. Councillor Poetker (Ward 1) 
d. Councillor Wendland (Ward 2)  
e. Councillor Reum (Ward 3)  
f. Councillor Duvall (Ward 5) 
g. Councillor Joudrey (Ward 6) 
 

6.  CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
a. CAO Report (Page 9) 
b. CAO Action Log (Page 31)  
 

7.  BYLAWS - Nil 
 

8.  BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES (UNFINISHED BUSINESS) - Nil 
 

9.  NEW BUSINESS 
a. Council 

i. Community Enhancement Grant Application – Eaglesham (Page 40) 
 

b. Administration 
i. Saddle Hills and Birch Hills Counties County IDP (Page 47) 

 
c. Public Works 

i. Disposal of Assets – Pump and Pipe (Page 66) 
 

d. Agriculture - Nil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

AGENDA 
BIRCH HILLS COUNTY 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TO BE HELD IN THE 

WANHAM BIRCH HILLS COUNTY OFFICE 
June 13, 2019 
(CONTINUED) 

 
10.  FOR INFORMATION 

a. PLS May 25, 2019 Board Meeting Highlights (Page 73) 
b. PLS 2018 Annual Report and Financial Statement (Page 74) 
c. RMA Bulletin re “Municipalities to be Granted Tax  

Incentive Powers” (Page 99) 
 

11.  CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Invitation to Pouce Coupe Canada Day (Page 100) 
b. RMA Call for Workshop Proposals (Page 104) 
c. Invite to 2019 ARPA Conference (Page 105) 
d. Invite to Nominate for ARPA Awards (Page 106) 
e. Letter of Approval - IDP Exemption with MD of Greenview (Page 107) 
f. Letter of Approval - IDP Exemption with Northern Sunrise (Page 108) 
 

12.  CLOSED SESSION (If required) 
 

 NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING DATE – July 11, 2019 



INITIALS: Deputy Reeve: 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
FOR BIRCH HILLS COUNTY HELD 

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
MAY 23, 2019 

   

CAO:    
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Present:  Deputy Reeve Terry Carbone  
  Councillor Albert Poetker  
  Councillor Deanne Wendland  
  Councillor Paul Reum  
  Councillor Mel Duvall  
  Councillor Denise Joudrey  
     
  CAO Hermann Minderlein  
  Legislative Officer Shawna Schwerdt  
     
Absent:  Reeve Gerald Manzulenko  
     
CALL TO ORDER Deputy Reeve Carbone called the meeting to order at   

9:00 a.m. 
 

   
ADOPTION OF AGENDA  RC19-170 Moved by Councillor Poetker that Council 

adopt the agenda of the May 23, 2019 Regular Council 
Meeting with the following addition: 
New Business 
10.a.iii Councillor Absence; 
10.a.iv Declaration of Seniors’ Week; 
Correspondence 
12.g. Letter from Minister McIver re Road Permit 
Changes; 
Closed Session 
13.a related to Legal per FOIP sec 27. 

 

   CARRIED 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES    
Regular Council Meeting  
April 25, 2019 

  
RC19-171 Moved by Councillor Joudrey that 
Council approve the minutes of the April 25, 2019 
Regular Council as presented.  

 

   CARRIED 
DELEGATIONS  None.  
    
COUNCILLOR REPORTS    
Reeve Manzulenko   Absent and No Report.   
    
Deputy Reeve Carbone  Deputy Reeve Carbone provided a verbal updates on 

the Central Peace Health Centre G5 Medical Clinic 
Committee Meeting he attended on April 26 in Spirit 
River, the Birch Hills County Recreation Board meeting 
on April 29 and the Water North Coalition Meeting he 
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attended in Wabasca, AB on May 16, 2019. 
    
Councillor Poetker  No Report.  
    
Councillor Wendland  Councillor Wendland provided a verbal update about 

an email received from NTAB regarding choices about 
their dates and places for future meetings. 

   
Councillor Reum  No Report.   
    
Councillor Duvall  No Report.  
    
Councillor Joudrey  Councillor Joudrey provided a verbal update to the 

written report presented to Council on the Grande 
Spirit Foundation Meeting she attended on April 26, in 
Spirit River, the Birch Hills County Library Board 
Meeting she attended on April 30 in Eaglesham, the 
Grande Spirit Foundation Meeting she attended on 
May 6, in Clairmont, the RhPap Rural Workshop she 
attended on May 7 in Beaverlodge and the Central 
Peace Professional Attraction and Retention Meeting 
she attended on May 8, 2019 in Spirit River and the 
Grande Spirit Foundation Meeting she attended on 
May 22, 2019 in Grande Prairie. 

 

    
  RC19-172 Moved by Councillor Duvall that Council 

accept the Councillor Reports for information.  
 

   CARRIED 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER’S REPORTS 

   

CAO Report  
 

 CAO Minderlein provided Council with a verbal update to 
the written report that had been distributed. 

 

    
  RC19-173 Moved by Councillor Reum that Council 

receive the CAO’s written report and verbal updates for 
information. 

 

   CARRIED 
CAO Action Log  Council reviewed the CAO Action Log updated to 

May 17, 2019 provided in the Agenda Package. 
 

    
  RC19-174 Moved by Councillor Wendland that 

Council receive the CAO Action Log for information. 
 

   CARRIED 
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BYLAWS  None.  
    
UNFINISHED BUSINESS    
Unauthorized Work on 
County Infrastructure 

 Administration returned the matter of Unauthorized 
Work on County Infrastructure to Council as previously 
directed. 

 

    
  RC19-175 Moved by Councillor Poetker that Council 

direct Administration to draft an update to Policy 37-
01-16 Drainage Works and Culverts to include the 
changes discussed including costs for unauthorized 
work and to bring it back to a future Regular Council 
Meeting for review and possible approval. 

 

   CARRIED 
Meeting was recessed at 
10:45 a.m. 
 
Meeting was resumed at 
10:50 a.m. 

   

    
NEW BUSINESS    
2019 Recreation Grants   Council was provided with the recommendations made 

at the Birch Hills County Recreation Board Meeting on 
April 29, 2019, as to the distribution of Recreation 
Operating Assistance Grant funding for 2019. 

 

    
  RC19-176 Moved by Councillor Reum that Council 

approve the disbursement of the 2019 Recreation 
Grant funding based on the Recreation Board’s 
recommendation to disburse the funds as follows:  
Birch Hills Senior Centre                                      $5,000 
Community of Co-ordinating Organizations       $31,000 
Eaglesham and District Agricultural Society        $4,000 
Eaglesham Lakeside Golf and Country Club     $30,000 
Kakut Lake Resort                                               $7,690 
Tangent Community Hall Society                        $7,000 
Tangent Park Society                                          $8,690 
Watino Ladies Community Association               $1,620 
West Smoky Recreation Centre                        $30,000 
Total                                                                $125,000 

  

   CARRIED 
  RC19-177 Moved by Councillor Reum that Council 

direct Administration to review Policy Number 71-01-
19, the Recreation Operating Assistance Grant Policy 
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and develop methodology to include past financial 
performance of applicants in developing 
recommendations for funding allocation and bring the 
updated policy back to Council for review and 
comment before the end of September, 2019. 

   CARRIED 
    
Peoria re CEG  Council was provided with a request for $200.00 in 

funding under the Community Enhancement Program 
that was submitted by Ms. Janna Toews on behalf of 
the residents of Peoria. 

 

    
  RC19-178 Moved by Councillor Wendland that 

Council approve the reimbursement, or the payment of 
invoices, of an amount not exceeding $200 based on 
the request submitted by Ms. Jenna Toews on behalf 
of the residents of Peoria as a Community 
Enhancement Grant for the planting and care of 
brightly colored annual flowers by the sign identifying 
the Hamlet of Peoria. 

 

   CARRIED 
Councillor Absence  Council was provided with information related to an 

absence from this Meeting, and are requested to 
authorize the absence of those Members of Council 
that had provided prior notice that they would be 
unable to attend the meeting.  

 

    
  RC19-179 Moved by Councillor Duvall that Council 

approve the absence of Reeve Manzulenko from the 
May 23, 2019 Regular Council Meeting due to being 
away from the County for personal reasons.  

 

   CARRIED 
Request from Minister of 
Seniors and Housing 

  
Council was provided with correspondence from 
Minister of Seniors and Housing requesting a formal 
declaration of Seniors Week. 

 

    
  RC19-180 Moved by Councillor Poetker that Council 

declare June 2nd to 8th Seniors’ Week 2019 and 
authorize Reeve Manzulenko to sign the declaration 
on behalf of the County. 

 

   CARRIED 
Land Use Bylaw  Council was provided with an update on the status of 

the re-write of the Birch Hills County Land Use Bylaw. 
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  RC19-181 Moved by Councillor Duvall that Council 
receive the presentation regarding the Land Use 
Bylaw for information. 

 

   CARRIED 
Request for Additional 
Funding – BHC Library 
Board 

  
 
Council was presented with a request received by 
Administration from Birch Hills County Library Board 
for an additional $500 for the 2019 Grant from Council. 

 

    
  RC19-182 Moved by Councillor Joudrey that 

Council Authorize an increase of $500 to the Birch 
Hills County Library Board (from $16,600 to 
$17,100) based on the $500 increased rental costs for 
the Tangent Library and direct Administration to: 
a. to include $500 in additional funding for the Library 

Board in the 2020 Operating and Maintenance 
Budget; 

b. advise the Board of Council’s decision; and 
c. to track the 2019 Budget performance and bring a 

request for an additional draw from the rate 
stabilization reserve at year end if required. 

 

   CARRIED 
Road Maintenance  Councillor Poetker had requested that a discussion 

regarding Road Maintenance be added to the Agenda 
for this meeting. 

 

    
  RC19-183 Moved by Councillor Poetker that Council  

direct the CAO to coordinate a workshop to be held 
around the third week of June 2019 for members of 
Council, the CAO, and Public Works managerial staff 
regarding the policies applicable to, and the goals for, 
road maintenance based on the availability of, and 
inputs from, Council and staff.  

 

   CARRIED 
FOR INFORMATION  Council was provided with a copy of the Bank 

Reconciliation dated April 30, 2019. 
 

    
  RC19-184 Moved by Councillor Wendland that 

Council accept the Bank Reconciliation dated April 30, 
2019 for information. 

 

    CARRIED 
CORRESPONDENCE  Council was provided with copies of the following 

documents: 
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a. Letter to Dimitri Boychuk re Dust Control dated April 
30, 2019; 

b. Letter from Grande Spirit Foundation re Golf 
Tournament Fundraiser dated May 1, 2019; 

c. Letter from Central Peace Health Complex Auxiliary 
Club re funding request for an ultrasound machine 
received May 14, 2019; 

d. Letter from 2019 Spring Scurry re Thank You 
received May 16, 2019; 

e. Email re Roadata Services Ltd. re URGENT-Road 
Permit Changes dated May 9, 2019; 

f. Letter re Northern Sunrise County - Reclassification 
of Service Rigs and Replacing of Rural Road 
Permits; 

g. Letter from Minister McIver re Road Permit 
Changes dated May 10, 2019. 

    
  RC19-185 Moved by Councillor Duvall that Council 

accept the correspondence provided for information.  
 

   CARRIED 
  RC19-186 Moved by Councillor Joudrey that Council 

move into closed session at 12:10 p.m. to discuss Legal 
per Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act Division 2, Part 1 Exceptions to Disclosure, FOIP, 
S.27. 

 

   CARRIED 
  

 

RC19-187 Moved by Councillor Wendland that 
Council move out of closed session at 12:28 p.m. 

 

 
 

  CARRIED 

ADJOURNMENT  Being that there was no further business, Deputy 
Reeve Carbone adjourned the meeting at 12:29 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Original to be signed  

 

 

 

Original to be signed 
TERRY CARBONE HERMANN MINDERLEIN 
DEPUTY REEVE CAO 

8Page 8 of 108



  Agenda Item 6.a 

TO:  Members of Council 

FROM: Hermann Minderlein, CAO 

RE:   Report to Council – June 13, 2019 Regular Meeting of Council 
 
 
SUBJECT: CAO Report 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That Council receive the CAO’s written report and verbal updates 

for information; 
    
REPORT: 
 
This is my report of highlights of activity since the May 23, 2019 Regular Council Meeting. 
 
The provincial government repealed their Carbon Tax which should result in savings to the 
County, but we will have to wait to see what the response will be from the Federal 
Government, and how that plays out. 
 
Also, this past week, the Provincial Government introduced Bill 7 that proposes to amend the 
MGA to prescribe that municipalities can partially or fully exempt or defer property taxes for a 
non-residential property for up to fifteen years.  A media release from RMA is included under 
Information for Council’s reference. 
 
A framed photograph (similar to the one presented to ATB for their anniversary) was 
purchased and it will be presented by Deputy Reeve Carbone to Mayor and Council in Falher 
at their June 10th Council meeting in recognition of that Town’s 100th Anniversary. 
 
I met with Joulia Whittleton and Laurie Jackson on June 7th to review and update the Saddle 
Hills and Birch Hills Counties ICF and IDP documents.  There will be a separate RFD 
regarding these at this meeting.   
  
I will be at the meeting and will provide a verbal update provide Council with additional 
information if required. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
June 17 G5 Economic Development Meetings 
 
June 18 Zone 4 ARMAA/LGAA April Spring Meeting in Manning 
 
June 20  Public Meeting at Watino Hall (5:00 to 7:00) re Birch Hills County/MD of  
  Smokey IDP 
 
June 24  ASB Meeting (4:00 pm) at Tangent Yaremko Seniors Hall 
  Followed by RMA Supper Meeting (5:30)  
 
June 25 or 27 G5 Supper and Meeting 
 
July 1 Canada Day (County Office Closed) 
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MEMORANDUM 

June 13, 2019 

TO: CAO, Birch Hills County 

Director of Corporate Services – Administrative Update as of June 7, 2019 
 
2018-19 Reporting: Local and Provincial Grant Programs 
 
The following 2018-19 grant program reporting is being drafted: 

● Agriculture Service Board (ASB)       
● FCSS Provincial Progress and Outcomes Report 
● Federal Gas Tax Funding (FGTF)     submitted   

● Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI) Capital    

● MSI Capital Basic Municipal Transportation Grant (BMTG)   

● MSI Operating Grant        

 
Finance Update – Miscellaneous 
 
Notice Demand Account (NDA) authorized transfer of $1,000,000 scheduled for May 20 was 
completed.  The next NDA withdrawal transfer is scheduled for June 20.   
 
GST/HST Public Service Bodies’ Rebate for April was submitted May 29 in the amount 
$22,865.83. 
 
Birch Hills County Library Board (BHC-LB) 2019 Application for Financial Assistance which 
includes the BHC-LB 2018 Statement of Receipts & Disbursements and 2019 Budget was 
submitted to Municipal Affairs May 30.  Administration will process BHC Direct Payments to 
the Library Board for annual operating grant funding and honorarium mid to late June. 
 
I chose not to attend the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) conference 
June 2-5.   
 
Annual Public Body FOIP Request Statistics reporting for the period of April 1, 2018 to 
March 31, 2019 was submitted to Service Alberta June 6.  Staff are encouraged to utilize the 
FOIP online training. 
 
Community Aggregate Payment Levy (CAPL) By-Law 01-08 states all sand and gravel pit 
operators shall report all shipments for private use from any pit in the County, on a semi-
annual basis, within fourteen (14) days after June 1st and December 1st of each year.  The 
uniform levy rate for all shipments of aggregate for public use is set at $0.25 per tonne.    
 
 
 
 

10Page 10 of 108



Page 2 of 3 

 

 
RBC Guaranteed Investment Certificate (GIC) matures June 27 estimated at $1,288,836.  
Our investment ladder is efficiently organized with an estimated $2,000,000 maturing for each 
year 2019-23.  Administration reinvests funds in a prudent manner that will provide optimum 
investment returns with maximum security while meeting the cash flow requirements of Birch 
Hills County and conforming to Section 250 of the Municipal Government Act. 
 
Alberta School Foundation Fund (ASFF) 2nd quarter requisition payment is due June 30.  
BHC did not have qualifying Provincial Education Requisition Credit (PERC) amounts for 2018; 
as a result, will not receive a payment reduction. 
 
Ministerial Order No. MSL: 011/19 requires each municipality to submit a 2018 Statistical 
Information Return (SIR) to Alberta Municipal Affairs by July 2.  The SIR requires statistics on 
General Information, Assessment, Well Drilling Equipment Tax, Planning, and the 2019 Tax 
Rate Bylaw must also be submitted.     
 
Emergency Management – If you never practice, you don’t know how you will respond. 
 
Central Peace Regional Emergency Management (CP-REM) upcoming training schedule as 
follows: 
- Scribe Course      June 20  Brownlee Building 

- Incident Command System (ICS) 300  November 6-8 Saddle Hills County 

- Municipal Elected Officials (MEO)   November 25 Birch Hills County 

- Public Information Officer (PIO)   TBD 2019  TBD 

 
The Alberta Emergency Management Agency (AEMA) Alberta Task Force 1 (ABTF1) 
emergency response team was deployed to assist with the Emergency Operations Centre 
(EOC) at the High Level Chuckegg Wildfire.  Municipalities sending employees or volunteers to 
work with the Alberta Task Force 1 must have signed the North West Emergency Resource 
Agreement (NWERA) (copy attached).  Please note; to minimize circulation to 25 
municipalities, the NWERA approval was provided by letter with reference to a Council 
Resolution, the agreement itself is not signed.  The ABTF1 Standard Operating Guidelines 
(SOG) are also attached for information.   
 
As a member of ABTF1 team, I responded May 21 and returned home May 24 filling the 
Finance Section Chief role.  The Finance Section is responsible for tracking pay documents, 
injury reports, procurement documents, property damage reports and claim documents.  This 
was a learning experience for the team, as it was our first live deployment.  I was both excited 
and nervous to attend and want to thank Hermann for allowing me the time away from my 
office to participate.        
 
 
Birch Hills County hosted the Central Peace Emergency Social Services (CPESS) meeting 
June 6.  Lisa Price, Tracy Casavant and Shawna Schwerdt attended totaling fourteen CPESS 
members.  Shawna provided the following meeting update.  Supper was at 6:00 p.m. with the 
meeting starting at 6:15.  
 

● Introductions were made, sign in sheet passed around, and previous meeting 
minutes were approved. CPESS members contact list was circulated as well as the 
training and upcoming courses sheet. Tracy added her name and number to the  
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contact list. Next upcoming course is Scribe at Brownlee Building June 20, 2019 
from 1:00-4:30 p.m.  

 
● Brian gave an excellent, detailed overview of events at the High Level 

Wildfire/Evacuation. These included details of how the evacuation occurred, priority 
to keep some businesses open and operating (without power) and the successful 
coordination between the Alberta Emergency Management Agency (AEMA) 
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) and Forestry.  

 
● CPESS members spoke on their experiences registering evacuees at Evacuation 

Centers. They explained it was a little chaotic the first hours and days. Two things 
that could be improved upon include; the Provincial distribution of funds to 
evacuees, as the Red Cross has a much more streamlined system and a plan to 
humanely contain animals in case of an evacuation.  The High Level evacuation 
order was early enough that it allowed people time to grab their pets; however, most 
hotels would not accommodate animals. Animal containment will be discussed more 
at future meetings. 

 
● Tracy opened our ESS Reception Centre Kit and items were reviewed.  We will 

update the kit with new batteries, pencils will be sharpened, and binders and coil 
notebooks updated. Missing items that will be added are: scissors, ziplock bags, 
pens, crayons, thumbtacks, and push pins. Pens and markers will be placed in a 
large ziplock bag as it helps prevent them drying out. Lastly, place a list on the 
outside of the tub to document kit inspection and updating schedules. 

 
 
Birch Hills County will host the Central Peace Regional Emergency Management (CP-REM) 
meeting July 18. 

 
 
 
 

Shelley Braun 
Director of Corporate Services 
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NORTHWEST ALBERTA EMERGENCY RESOURCE 
AGREEMENT 

 
 

THIS AGREEMENT made this ______ day of ______________ A.D. 20 ___ 
 
 
BETWEEN: 
 

List of signing parties. 
 

 
 

WHEREAS the parties to this Agreement are all Municipal Corporations or Regional 
Service Commissions within the Province of Alberta, incorporated pursuant to the Municipal 
Government Act RSA 2000, M-26, as amended; 
 
 AND WHEREAS the purpose of this agreement is provide the ability for signatories to 
access needed resources to mitigate or support emergency response initiatives from sources 
outside predetermined mutual aid agreements.  
   

AND WHEREAS each party to this Agreement provides fire protection services within 
their respective boundaries; 
 

AND WHEREAS each of the parties hereto acknowledge and agree that it is desirable 
and to the parties mutual benefit that from time to time, each be able to provide fire protection 
assistance to any or all of the other parties to this Agreement; 
 

AND WHEREAS the parties hereto wish to enter into this Agreement to formalize the 
systems and procedures which can be utilized in order for the parties to request fire resources and 
assistance from the other party to this Agreement and to respond to such requests;  
 
NOW THEREFORE THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH THAT in consideration of the 
mutual covenants, agreements and premises set out herein, the parties hereto hereby agree as 
follows:  
 

1. In this Agreement, the following words and terms shall have the following meanings: 
 

a) “Assistance” shall mean firefighting, fire protection or other resources available 
pursuant to this Agreement. Assistance may relate to incidents which the Requesting 
Party does not attend or does not believe it will attend, or incidents which the 
Requesting Party does attend, but believes it would be prudent to require further or 
other forces for firefighting/protection purposes. 

 
b) “Claims” shall mean any and all manner of action or actions, cause or cause of action, 

suits, proceedings, demands, debts, dues, sums of money, costs, expenses and 
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Northwest Albert Emergency Resource Agreement 2015 
 

damages of every nature and kind arising at law, equity, statute or otherwise which 
any party has, had, or may have. 

 
 

c) “Effective Date” shall mean __________, 2016. 
 

d) “Equipment” shall mean firefighting vehicles, apparatus and other equipment. 
 
e) “Personnel” shall mean firefighters, fire officers, command and general staff. 
 
f) “Consumables” shall mean tools, equipment and products once used cannot be 

recovered.  
 
g) “Designated Officer” shall mean person whom in their scope of responsibilities can 

authorize the employment or deployment of equipment, personnel, consumables and 
delegations of authority for the provision of services.    

 
h) “Requesting Party” shall mean a party to this Agreement which requests Assistance 

from another party to this Agreement. 
 

i) “Responding Party” shall mean a party to this Agreement which responds to the 
request for Assistance made by a Requesting Party. 

 
j) “Information Flow” shall mean the collection and dissemination of information in 

regard to signatory parties and designated officer (s)  
 

2. If a Mutual Aid Agreement exists between the Requesting Party and Responding Party that 
agreement shall take precedence over this Agreement.   

 
3. Subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, any party to this Agreement may 

request the Assistance of another party to this Agreement. 
 

4. Subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the parties to this Agreement agree 
that they will endeavor to provide Assistance to the other party to this Agreement, upon 
request. However, the parties hereto acknowledge and agree that there are and will be times 
and circumstances in which Assistance cannot be provided. Without restricting the 
generality of the forgoing, Assistance may be refused when the Responding Party or its 
designate or fire chief, or his or her designate, deems it imprudent or unsafe to provide such 
Assistance. At all times, whether or not Assistance will be provided, and the nature of the 
Assistance to be provided, if any, will be in the unfettered discretion of the Responding 
Party.  

 
5. This Agreement shall come into force and effect upon the Effective Date, and shall remain 

in full force and effect until each of the parties hereto withdraws from this Agreement in 
accordance with the provisions of this Agreement. 

 
6. Any one of the parties to this Agreement may withdraw from this Agreement by providing 

the other party with six (6) months written notice of their intention to withdraw.  
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7. All requests for Assistance pursuant to this Agreement shall be directed to the Designated 

Officer of the Responding Party. In the event that the authorized representative of the 
Responding Party is someone other than the Responding Party’s Designated Officer, the 
authorized representative will confirm the request with the Responding Party’s Designated 
Officer, or his or her designate as soon as reasonably possible. If the Responding Party’s 
Designated Officer or designate cannot be contacted, the Responding Party may, but will 
not be required to, respond.   

 
The Requesting Party shall complete the request form “Appendix A” and forward to the 
manager or designate of the Responding Party at the time of request or as soon as 
reasonably possible.  
 

8. The Requesting Party Designated Officer may delegate authority to another Responding 
Party to, request, employ or command equipment or personnel as defined. When operating 
under the delegation of authority the party doing so must present the delegation of authority 
form to any Party which is to be requested, employed or commanded. 

 
The delegation of authority form is provided in Appendix C of the document. 
 

9. A Responding Party may, after responding to a request for Assistance, withdraw their 
Assistance in the event that the Responding Party, the Responding Party’s Designated 
Officer, or the designate of either of them, deems it prudent or desirable to withdraw 
Assistance. Without restricting the generality of the forgoing, Assistance may be withdrawn 
if the Responding Party’s Equipment or services are required elsewhere, or it is deemed to 
be unsafe to provide or continue providing Assistance.  

 
10. When providing Assistance, the following command and control structure will apply: 

 
a. The first fire department of a Party to arrive at the scene of an incident shall 

assume incident command; 
 
b. In the event that a Responding Party is the first fire department to arrive at the 

scene of an incident, the Responding Party will assume incident command until 
such time as the Requesting Party’s fire department arrives and is ready to assume 
incident command;  

 
c. The Requesting Party shall have incident command over all incidents which occur 

within it’s geographic boundaries, provided that the Requesting Party’s fire 
department is in attendance and does not relinquish incident command;  

 
d. Commands and requests of an incident commander shall be communicated in 

accordance with the command structure of the department to whom the 
commands or requests are directed; 

 
11. In providing Assistance, a Responding Party shall not be required to provide Equipment  

which is not owned by the Responding Party, or employees or volunteers who are not  
employed or usually utilized by the Responding Party.  
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12. It is acknowledged and agreed by the parties hereto that a Responding Party providing 

Assistance pursuant to this Agreement shall be entitled to bill or charge the Requesting 
Party for Equipment or services, or for the Assistance, being provided. However, each party 
to this Agreement agrees that they will, and hereby does, indemnify and save harmless any 
Responding Party from which they request Assistance, in accordance with the terms and 
provisions of this Agreement.  

 
A rate schedule for the purposes of billing is provided in Appendix B of the document. 

 
13. A Requesting Party to this Agreement shall and hereby does indemnify and save harmless a 

Responding Party who provides Assistance to that Requesting Party from and against all 
Claims, of every nature and kind whatsoever including Claims arising from damaged 
property, or injury to persons, which arise out of, or are in anyway attributable to the 
provision of Assistance, except those Claims which are due to the gross negligence of any 
employee, volunteer or representative of the Responding Party.  

 
14. A Requesting Party shall, and hereby does, indemnify and save harmless a Responding 

Party from and against all Claims relating to the injury or death to persons responding to a 
request for Assistance from that Requesting Party, except where caused by the gross 
negligence of the Responding Party.  

 
15. Notwithstanding  paragraph 10, 11 and 12 of this Agreement, the parties to this Agreement 

covenant and agree that a Responding Party will not in any way be liable to a Requesting 
Party for: 

 
a. Failure to respond to a request for Assistance, or failure to provide Assistance; 
 
b. Failure to respond to a request for Assistance within a certain period of time, or in 

a timely fashion; 
 

c. Consequential, indirect, exemplary or punitive damages;  
 

d. Economic loss; 
 

e. Any Claims that arise as a result of a party’s refusal or inability to provide 
Assistance;  

 
f. Any Claim that arises or results from the manner in which a Responding Party 

provides or does not provide Assistance, save and except Claims directly arising 
from the gross negligence of the Responding Party while providing Assistance.  

 
16. The Parties hereto shall, at their own respective cost and expense, maintain in full force and 

effect during the term of this Agreement, general liability insurance in an amount not less 
than $5,000,000.00 per occurrence for personal injury and/or property damage, together 
with such other insurance that may be agreed to in writing by the parties hereto as being 
reasonable and obtainable.  

 

16Page 16 of 108



- 5 – 
 

 
Northwest Albert Emergency Resource Agreement 2015 
 

17. Nothing in this Agreement, nor any of the acts of any party hereto shall be construed, 
implied or deemed to create a relationship of agency, partnership, joint venture, or 
employment as between the parties hereto, or any of them, and none of the parties have the 
authority to bind any other party to this Agreement to any obligation of any kind.  

 
18. No party may assign this Agreement without the written consent of the other parties hereto.  

 
19. The terms and conditions contained in this Agreement shall extend to and be binding upon 

the respective successors and permitted assigns of the parties to this Agreement. 
 

20. In this Agreement, the singular shall mean the plural, and the masculine the feminine, and 
vise versa, as the context of this Agreement may require.  

 
21. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts each of which when so executed shall be 

deemed to be an original and such counterparts shall constitute one in the same instrument, 
notwithstanding their date of execution.  

 
22. In the event that any dispute arises pursuant to the terms of this Agreement, or the 

interpretation thereof, the parties hereto agree that, in the event that such a dispute cannot 
be resolved by mutual negotiations, they will submit the dispute to a third party arbitrator 
for a determination of the dispute pursuant to the Arbitration Act of Alberta. The costs of 
the arbitrator will be shared equally between the parties to any such dispute.  

 
23. The parties hereto will notify their fire department officers of this Agreement so that they 

may become familiar with this Agreement, and its terms.  
 

24. The parties hereto further acknowledge and agree that they will comply with all laws, rules, 
regulations, and codes applicable to the provision of firefighting services within the 
Province of Alberta.  

 
25. Each party will provide a list of designated officer (s) including primary and emergency 

contacts to the party managing information flow. 
 

26. It is the responsibility of each party to update the party managing information flow of  
adoption or changes in status on or before January 31 of each year. The party managing 
information flow shall disseminate signatory updates by February 28 of each year.  

 
27. The contacts for information flow management are specified in Appendix D. 

 
28. Signatory parties shall provide an affirmation document of the resolution in council of the 

adoption of this agreement. The affirmation document should provide a corporate seal and 
signature of those who have authority to enter into the agreement. The affirmation 
document shall be attached to the Northwest Emergency Resources Agreement.  
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Northwest Albert Emergency Resource Agreement 2015 
 

APPENDIX A 
 
Resource Request Form 
 
Requesting Party; _____________________________ 
 
Responding Party: _____________________________ 
 
The Requesting Party formally requests the following resources from the Responding Party for 
an estimated duration of ________ days. 
 
 
1: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If further resources are required attach an addition sheet. 
 

A- The Requesting Party agrees that if personnel are to be deployed for greater the 12 
(twelve) hours at a distance of greater 150 Km from home base,  lodging will be supplied 
for a minimum of 8 (eight) hour rest period. 
 

B- The Requesting Party agrees to ensure adequate food and lodging are supplied to 
Responding Party personnel if deployed greater than 24 (twenty four) hours. 
 

C- The Requesting Party agrees to pay the Responding Party at the rates specified in 
Appendix B. 
 

D- The Responding Party Designated Officer will respond Via E-mail as to what resources 
can be supplied. 

            
 
Requesting Party Designated Officer: ____________________________ Contact Information: 
 
Signature: ___________________________________ Cellular Phone: ____________________ 
 
Date: _______________________________________ E-Mail: __________________________ 
 
 

18Page 18 of 108



- 7 – 
 

 
Northwest Albert Emergency Resource Agreement 2015 
 

APPENDIX B 
 
Rate Schedule 

 
1- Mileage – Under One Ton Current CRA Rate FOB To and from event. 

 
2- Mileage –One Ton and Over $00.75 / Km FOB To and from event. 

 
3- Lodging – Cost Recovery 

 
4- Meals – Breakfast $20.00 – Lunch $20.00 – Supper $ 30.00 

 
5- Consumables- Cost Recovery 

 
6- Personnel Career – Cost Recovery 

 
7- Personnel Volunteer - $25.00/ Hr. Overtime after 8 (eight) hours at 1.5 X Rate /Day 

 
8- Personnel Paid on Call – Cost Recovery 

 
9- Damaged Equipment – Cost Recovery of repair or replacement 

 
10- Fire Apparatus: Based on 12 Hour Day without staffing 

 
i. Type 1 – 2 Engines -       $350.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $4200.00/Day 

ii.  Type 3 – 5 Engines -        $250.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $3000.00/Day 
iii.  Type 6 – 7 Engines -        $200.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $2400.00/Day 
iv. Tender w/ Rated Pump -   $300.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $3600.00/Day 
v. Tender wo/ Rated Pump - $250.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $3000.00/Day 

vi. Ladder -         $350.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $4000.00/Day 
vii.  ATV – UTV -        $100.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $1200.00/Day 
viii.  Rescue Heavy -       $350.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $4200.00/Day 
ix. Rescue Light -        $200.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $2400.00/Day 
x. Squad/Car -        $  50.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $  600.00/Day 

xi. Sprinkler Trailer -       $400.00 / Day 
xii. Specialty Apparatus -        ie: Hazmat, Responding Party Rate  

                                       
11- Fire Apparatus: Based on 24 Hour Day without staffing 

 
i. Command Vehicle -        $100.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $2400.00/Day 

ii.  Command Center -       $175.00 / Hr to a Maximum of $4200.00/Day 
 

12- Other Vehicles and Construction Equipment – Current Alberta Road Builders Rates  
 

13- One Time Administration Fee - $250.00 
 

14- Responding Party will provide backup data for cost recovery items. 
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APPENDIX C 
 
Delegation of Authority 
 
 
Authority has been assigned to __________________________ act on behalf of the  
 
Municipality of _______________________________________________________, 
 
to mitigate the __________________________________________________ incident. 
 
You have full authority to (request, employ or command)___________________________  
equipment, personnel required. Your primary responsibility is to organize and direct your 
assigned or ordered resources for efficient and effective control of the incident. 
 
You are accountable to _________________________________________ or his/her designated 
representative listed below. 
 
Financial limitations will be consistent the best approach to the values at risk. Specific direction 
for this incident  covering the management and other concerns are:  
 
1: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
___________________________ will represent me on any occasion that I am not immediately  
 
available. This authority is effective   ________________________. 
 
 
___________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Requesting Designated Officer  Designated Officer Signature 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Date and Time 
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APPENDIX D 
 
Information Flow 
 
The Town of High Level has agreed to manage the information flow for all agreed parties 
associated with Northwest Emergency Resource Agreement. 
 
Letters of affirmation can be sent via post or courier to: 
 
Town of High Level  
Northwest Emergency Resource Agreement 
Attn: Director of Protective Services   
10511 – 103 St. 
High Level AB 
T0H 1Z0 
 
Updates to Status and Designated Officers lists can be sent via post or courier to: 
 
Town of High Level  
Northwest Emergency Resource Agreement 
Attn: Rodney Schmidt  
10511 – 103 St. 
High Level AB 
T0H 1Z0 
 
Alternate Contact Methods; 
 
Fax: 780 926 2899 
 
E-Mail rschmidt@highlevel.ca 
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AB NW AHIMT - AB TASK FORCE 1  
STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINES 

 
 
 
 

101 – AHIMT Dispatch Procedure 

 

SOG # 101 Revised:  Effective: 2019-02-25 

 
Guideline Statement: 
 
In order to best deploy AB Task Force 1, this guideline will assist AB Task Force 1 senior 
representatives and GP 911 personnel with a procedure to follow for system test pages and for 
deployment requests.  
 
Guideline: 
 
System Test Pages: 
 

1. System test pages may be required at times to ensure proper system operations. A test 
page may be requested by any senior AB Task Force 1 representative from the Fan-out 
list provided to GP 911. 

2. Test page is to be delivered by method of IAMRESPONDING and is to contain the 
following message: 

“AB Task Force 1 – Test Page Only - *date & time*” 
3. Members receiving the test page are to log into the IAMRESPONDING phone 

application and respond with the “Test Page Rec” option. 
 
Deployment Requests: 
 

1. An agency may request deployment of AB Task Force 1 by calling the non-emergency 
line of GP 911. The requesting agency must provide GP 911 with contact information 
and general information relating to the nature of the emergency. 

2. GP 911 is to contact by telephone one AB Task Force 1 senior representative in order 
as listed in provided Fan-out list. If there is no response after 5 minutes GP911 
personnel will move to the next senior representative on the list until contact has been 
made. 

3. The AB Task Force 1 representative will contact the requesting agency representative 
by telephone to get more depth information on deployment details and requirements. 

4. Once all information has been gathered, the AB Task Force 1 representative is to 
contact GP 911 and provide a statement to be sent by IAMRESPONDING. Statement 
should be short and to the point. Statement should include the following: 

a. Nature of Incident, 
b. Location of Incident, 
c. Date and time to deploy, 
d. “Standby for more information” 
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AB NW AHIMT - AB TASK FORCE 1  
STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINES 

 
 
 
 

102 – ABTF-1 Team Composition Requirements 

 

SOG # 102 Revised: Effective: 2019-02-25 

 
Guideline: 
 

1. Each member of Alberta Task Force 1 is required to be a municipal employee or 
municipal volunteer (example: volunteer firefighter, volunteer ESS staff). The 
municipality then assumes responsibility for insurance coverage, payroll and invoicing 
for their respective employees and volunteers taking part in any training and 
deployments with Alberta Task Force 1. 

2. Municipalities sending employees or volunteers to work with the Alberta Task Force 1 
must have signed the NW Emergency Resource Agreement. 

3. Members of Alberta Task Force 1 must have completed training to be able to be 
considered for deployment. At a minimum, members must have completed the following: 

a. ICS 300 
b. AEMA AHIMT Block Training 1,2, and 3* 

*Team executive may excuse a member with extensive previous experience from having to 
complete Block 1 and 2. Block 3 is still required. All Block training is encouraged for everyone. 
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AB NW AHIMT - AB TASK FORCE 1  
STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINES 

 
 
 
 

103 – Vehicles for Response 

 

SOG # 103 Revised:  Effective: 2019-02-25 

 
Guideline: 
 

1. It is encouraged that municipalities sending members to respond with Alberta Task 
Force 1 provide an agency owned vehicle for transportation versus having the members 
respond in private vehicles.  
a. Cost for agency owned vehicle invoicing is as listed in the NW Emergency Resource 

Agreement 
b. If a private vehicle must be used, the requesting agency must approve a per 

kilometer price prior to invoicing. Private vehicles are only to be used for 
transportation to and from the deployment location. Under no circumstances should 
private vehicles be used for response activities. 

 
2. Alberta Task Force 1 or the requesting municipality is not liable to provide insurance or 

compensation for members responding in private vehicles.  
 

3. Carpooling is encouraged. Last available day of work for all members traveling together 
should be the same to ensure all members have a mode of transportation for 
demobilization. 

 
4. All team members are to respond to the ICP/ECC ‘cold’. Lights and sirens are not to be 

used and all transportation rules apply. 
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AB NW AHIMT - AB TASK FORCE 1  
STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINES 

 
 
 
 

104 – Member Prepared 72-Hour Go Bag 

 

SOG # 104 Revised:  Effective: 2019-02-25 

 
Guideline Statement: In the event of deployment, it is important for all members to be prepared 
with a personal 72-Hour Go Bag. 
 
Guideline: 
 

1. The responsibility to put the Go Bag together is that of each member and their 
municipality. The Go Bag should be complete and always ready for deployment to avoid 
delays when requested. 

 
2. At a minimum, the pack should contain: 

 
o Large bag capable of holding 72hrs of 

equipment  
o 2x shirts  
o 2x pants  
o 3x underwear  
o 3x socks  
o 1x jacket  
o 1x boots  
o ID (municipal government or ABTF-1) 

o 1x shower kit. i.e. shave stuff, body 
deodorant, etc… 

o Water bottle  
o Water for 24hrs 
o Prescriptions as required  
o Sleeping bag and bed roll 
o Pens and paper  
o ABTF-1 Thumb drive 
o Flashlight 

 
3. If the member is expecting to be working at the incident outside of the Incident 

Command Post (Operations, Logistics, Field Observers, Safety Officers, ...), proper 
safety apparel and equipment should be brought. Such items may include but are not 
limited to: 

 
o Turnout Gear 
o Helmet / hard hat 
o Gloves 
o Steel toed boots 

o Hearing protection 
o Eye protection 
o Coveralls 
o Dust Mask / Respirator 

 
4. Some additional items that are recommended for each member to bring along: 

 
o Laptop or tablet 
o Cell phone 

o Chargers 
o Snacks 
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STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINES 

 
 
 
 

105 – Deployment 

 

SOG # 105 Revised:  Effective: 2019-02-25 

 
Guideline Statement: To avoid miscommunication and/or confusion in the initial stages of the 
deployment, this guideline shall be written to assist the initial Incident Commander(s) and Senior 
Team Representatives. 
 
Guideline: 
 

1. Following the initial dispatch page on IamResponding for deployment, the senior 
representative having done initial contact with Dispatch and the requesting municipality 
will monitor the members’ response in the mobile application. If the requesting agency is 
asking for an Incident Commander, the senior representative will choose one based on 
the Incident type, location, and availability of ABTF-1 Incident Commanders. The 
representative will then contact this individual and delegate an Incident Commander. 

 
2. The Incident Commander (or senior Representative if no IC requested) will choose 

Command and General Staff as requested by the municipality based on the response in 
IamResponding. 
 

3. Rendez-Vous – A time and location must be identified by the Incident Commander for 
all responding members of Alberta Task Force 1 to rendez-vous prior to employment. 
Information about the nature of the Incident and nature of current response should be 
available to share with all members of the team. 
 

4. Accommodations – If not identified by the Senior Representative during initial contact 
with the requesting municipality, the Logistics Section Chief must confirm or arrange 
accommodations for all ABTF-1 members attending. 
 

5. Team Supplies – The ABTF-1 Equipment Cache is located at the St. Isidore Fire Hall in 
Northern Sunrise County at 83308, Rge Rd 204 St. Isidore. If no members are 
responding from Northern Sunrise County, arrangements for pickup or delivery must be 
made by the Logistics Section Chief. 
 

6. The Incident Commander (or senior representative if no IC requested) will then send a 
message with more information to the “All Users” Group using IamResponding. The 
message should contain at a minimum the following: 

a. Specific deployment requirements and deployment length, 
b. Team IC identification, 
c. Section Chiefs identification 
d. Team Supplies – Who will bring 
e. Rendez-Vous Location and Time 
f. Accommodations for Deployment 
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AB NW AHIMT - AB TASK FORCE 1  
STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINES 

 
 
 
 

7. Each member deploying to the Incident will contact their Section Chiefs if requiring more 
information. Command and General Staff will contact the Incident Commander directly 
as required. A team roster will be available to all members through the ‘department 
resources’ section in the IamResponding app. 

 
8. Go Bags – Each member must bring their go bag and additional items as see fit or as 

requested to the deployment. 
 

9. All members commence travel 
 

10. The Incident Commander or Representative will continue communications with the 
host agency to acquire more information for the briefing at the Rendez-Vous 
 

11. Alberta Task Force 1 members will use equipment available on site and supplement with 
the ABTF-1 equipment cache as required. 
 

12. Unity of Command shall be maintained at all time. 
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MEMORANDUM 

June 7th, 2019 

TO: CAO, Birch Hills County 

Public Works Report (As of June 7th, 2019) 

GovDeals 
Staff are researching the going rate for our loader type so we can put a minimum bid on 
our machine.  Staff is preparing for this by doing the necessary paper work.   
 
Enterprise Agreement 
Unit 159 which will be assigned to the Director of Public Works has arrived and should 
be in the fleet by June 11th. 
Staff was briefed on the use of the website and functions of the Geotab (GPS) on 
Tuesday, June 4th at 0900.   
I will update council when we have more data to support. 
 
Asset Management Planning 
Shelley and I started an 8-week 8 module Asset Management Planning Certificate 
program on May 1st.  Offered out of the Institute of Public Works Engineering of 
Australasia and NAMS (National Asset Management System) Canada and also partially 
sponsored by NAMS Canada. 
Module 1 of the course is the introduction and Overview of the program.  This module 
was 90 minutes in length with some extra work required to be done for the next module 
on Tuesday May 7th.    
County is responsible to not only develop an Asset Management Plan but also to 
implement and keep current the data.  This is going to be a lot of work and commitment 
from Council and staff to get this required plan started and in place. 
This program will help senior management staff including the CAO and Council develop 
the process to start a plan and to develop the plan itself. 
 
 
Module 4 is now completed as of June 6. 
 
 
 
Mower Tractor 
Both tractors have arrived and are being used by staff. 
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ABTF-1 (Alberta Task Force 1) Deployment to High Level Wildfire 
Shelley and I responded to the call for deployment with our ABTF-1 team on Tuesday 
May 21st to Town of High Level after talking it over with Hermann.  The initial team 
deployment went out on May 19th, 2019.   
I was assigned to help in the Logistics section which looks after the ordering and 
tracking of equipment and supplies needed for the town.  Other members of the team 
filled the positions needed in the ICS (Incident Command System) organization 
structure.  Due to the proximity of the wildfire to town limits unified command was 
established with Alberta Forestry. 
We departed High Level on Friday May 24th, 2019 due to other obligations. 
 
Monday, May 27th I returned to High Level for more support in the logistics section of 
the command structure.  From High Level I was assigned by Forestry to manage a 200- 
person camp, Camp Charlie 70km west of High Level on Hwy 58 near the Chinchaga 
River.  The camp was responsible for 

One - 20 person team from Whitecourt Alberta 
One – 20 person team from Ontario 
Two - 20 person teams from Quebec 
Four – 20 person teams from British Columbia 

There was were also people from Alberta Forestry and many helicopter pilots and other 
support personal in camp. 

 
This provided me with a great opportunity to join the forestry team and to gain more 
knowledge and experience regarding their operations. 
I was glad to respond and help where I could.  The remaining people in High Level that I 
talked to were so glad that we as a team were there to help.  It was greatly appreciated 
by all.   
I would like to acknowledge the past and current County Council for the vision and 
acceptance of this Alberta Task Force 1 team concept and support.  This deployment is 
a perfect example of why this team was formed. 
 
 
Road Graveling Program 
Slated to start July 8th, 2019  
 
 
 
 
Thank you 
Dion Hynes, C. Tech PMP, Director of Public Works 
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June 7, 2019 

CAO, Birch Hills County 

FIRE SERVICE BOARD REPORT (as of date prepared) 

 

May 17 Eaglesham and Tangent Stations attended a ATV accident in Watino at a gravel  
  pit. One male had struck a cable stretched across a roadway and was tended to  
  by medics, fire and STARS, the patient subsequently passed away a short time  
  later from his injuries. 

May 18  Tangent Station and Eaglesham Station attended a motorcycle accident in 
a field across from the Tangent Park. One male rider had hit a ditch on his 
bike and suffered leg and knee injuries. 

May 22 Delivered training to EFD on staging and accountability. 

May 31 Eaglesham Station actioned a sprayer fire on TWP 790 close to the Girard 
farm. A high clearance sprayer had caught fire while on the road heading 
to a field. The sprayer was fully involved upon the fire depts arrival 

June 06 Delivered training to EFD on SCBA use and air management. 

The latter part of May was very quiet as far as any fires went with the exception of the 
sprayer fire. As of yesterday, the total ban was lifted for us, allowing for campfires and 
garbage barrels only, to date the province still has their ban in the forestry protected 
areas and I can see us going back to a ban again shortly if no significant rains show up 
in the next week.  

 

Tom Morgan 
Birch Hills County Fire Chief  
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CAO Action Log - Regular Council- Updated June 10, 2019                        Agenda Item 6.b 

Motion #         Motion          By            Action        Status  

 
MEETING November 23, 2017 Regular Council Meeting    

RC17-404 that   Council direct Administration to: 
1.  post a copy of Bylaw 2017-08, the Code of 
Conduct Bylaw on the County’s website; 
2.  to include a copy of Bylaw 2017-08, the Code of 
Conduct Bylaw in future nomination/election 
packages; and 
3.  bring the Procedural Bylaw No. 2014-06 back to 
Council at a future Governance meeting regarding 
the review requirements for Bylaw 2017-08, the 
Code of Conduct Bylaw.  

Bev/Lucy/ 
Shawna 
Shawna 
 
 
 
CAO 
Minderlein/Shawna 

Post Bylaw to 
website 
Updated the 
nomination 
/election 
packages. 
Add Bylaw to 
future 
Governance 
Meeting Agenda 
 

 
COMPLETED 
 
COMPLETED 
 
 
 

MEETING December 14, 2017 Regular Council Meeting    

RC17-428 that Council bring the policy - Personnel Handbook 
back to a future governance meeting. 

CAO Minderlein   

MEETING February 15, 2018 Regular Council Meeting    

RC18-062  that Council direct Administration not to proceed with 
the purchase of a County Vehicle and to conduct a 
review County’s policies and bring back 
recommendations to Council at a future Governance 
Meeting as to changes that would encourage or 
require participants to conferences and meetings to 
travel together.  
 

Shelley 
 
CAO Minderlein/ 
Shawna 

Shelley updated 
2018 Capital 
Budget 
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CAO Action Log - Regular Council- Updated June 10, 2019                        Agenda Item 6.b 

Motion #         Motion          By            Action        Status  

MEETING August 9, 2018 Regular Council Meeting    

RC18-279 that Administration bring back Bylaw No. 2014-03 
Birch Hills County Regional Fire Services Bylaw with 
Schedule of Fees and Charges to Council for review 
at a future Governance Meeting and/or Regular 
Council Meeting. 

CAO Minderlein/ 
Shawna 

  

MEETING October 25, 2018 Organizational Council Meeting    

RC18-373 that Council accept the presentation regarding the 
Birch Hills County Fire Department appointments for 
information and direct Administration to bring the Fire 
“Term of Fire Department Officers” and “Election 
Procedure/Quorum” to Council at a future 
Governance Meeting. 

CAO Minderlein/ 
Shawna 

  

MEETING December 13, 2018 Regular Council Meeting    

RC18-432  that Council direct Administration to work with the 
Administration of Birch Hills County’s G5 partners to 
draft a bylaw for the formation of a Regional 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (SDAB) 
and to bring the draft to Council for review at a future 
Regular Council Meeting. 

CAO Minderlein Emailed G5 
ISDAB draft 
Bylaw and 
Agreement on 
Jan. 25 for their 
review and inputs. 

 

MEETING February 14, 2019 Regular Council Meeting    

RC19-039  that Council authorize a 10% increase to 
Honourarium rates for Elected Municipal Officials 
and Members at Large effective January 1, 2019, 

Marlene 
Shawna 

Emailed new 
remuneration 
sheet out with 

Bylaws and Policies 
being reviewed 
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CAO Action Log - Regular Council- Updated June 10, 2019                        Agenda Item 6.b 

Motion #         Motion          By            Action        Status  

and direct Administration to bring back to Council the 
amendments to bylaws and policies required to 
support such an increase.  

changes. 

RC19-040  that Council authorize an increase to the amounts 
paid by Birch Hills County for breakfast from $12.60 
to $15.75 per meal effective March 1, 2019, and 
direct Administration to bring back to Council the 
amendments to bylaws and/or policies required to 
support such an increase. 

Shawna Emailed new 
remuneration 
sheet out with 
changes.  

Bylaws and Policies 
being reviewed 

RC19-041  that Council direct Administration to bring back to 
Council such bylaws and/or policies that would 
require amendment to support the expansion of the 
annual increase for the Cost of Living Assistance 
(COLA) currently provided to staff to include Council 
to a future Regular Council meeting.  

CAO Minderlein/ 
Shawna 

  

RC19-047 that Council   direct Administration to provide mowing 
for the campsite and the plowing competition location 
utilizing the roadside mower and staff time prior to 
the event and permit the use of heavy equipment by 
a volunteer staff member in support of the truck pull 
event. 

Amanda 
Dion 

Booked PENDING EVENT 

RC19-048  that Council confirm agreement to jointly apply with 
the Municipal District of Fairview #136 for an 
exemption from MGA Section 631, as per Ministerial 
Order MSL:047/18 #1, as all of the land on the Birch 
Hills County side of the Peace River is provincially 
controlled and plus the river is federally controlled.  

CAO Minderlein Letter sent to 
Minister of 
Municipal Affairs, 
awaiting response 
and cc MD 
Fairview 
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Motion #         Motion          By            Action        Status  

RC19-049  that Council confirm agreement to jointly apply with 
the Municipal District of Greenview # 16 for an 
exemption from MGA Section 631, as per Ministerial 
Order MSL:047/18 #1, as all of the land on the Birch 
Hills County side of our border with the Municipal 
District of Greenview # 16 is provincially controlled 
and that the Smoky River which is our border is 
federally controlled. 

CAO Minderlein Letter sent to 
Minister of 
Municipal Affairs, 
awaiting response 
and cc MD 
Greenview 

Approval Received 
and included in 
Agenda. 

RC19-050  that Council confirm agreement to jointly apply with 
Northern Sunrise County for an exemption from MGA 
Section 631, as per Ministerial Order MSL:047/18 #1, 
as all of the land on the Birch Hills County side of the 
Smoky River is provincially controlled and plus the 
river is federally controlled. 

CAO Minderlein Letter sent to 
Minister of 
Municipal Affairs, 
awaiting response 
and cc NSC 

Approval Received 
and included in 
Agenda. 

MEETING February 28, 2019 Regular Council Meeting    

RC19-070  that Council direct Administration to send a letter to 
Alberta Environment and Parks with a copy to 
Alberta Transportation that provides the background 
information related to the Saddle (Burnt) River 
crossing and details Council’s request for 
cooperation and actions that would be needed to 
construct a Low Level Crossing on the Burnt River 
that would provide a safe and accessible crossing 
and also direct Administration to bring back 
responses to a future Council meeting. 
 

Dion/CAO 
Minderlein 

Verbal request 
“Follow up again 
after April 16 
election.” this 
request was from 
the March 14 
meeting. 

Letter signed by 
Deputy Reeve 
Carbone & mailed 
out on March 11, 
2019 
 
CAO sent follow up 
emails to DM’S 
May 27. 
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MEETING March 14, 2019 Regular Council Meeting    

RC19-094  that Council direct Administration to accept the bid 
from Brandt of $499,600.00 for a 2019 John Deere 
772GP Grader and to accept the trade value of 
$175,000.00 for the 2014 John Deere 772GP 
Grader. 

Dion Awaiting Delivery 
(Est.~ end of 
June) 

 

RC19-095  that Council direct Administration to accept the bid 
from Finning for $356,400.00 for the 2018 CAT 
950GC with bucket, snow blade, and pallet forks and 
to dispose of the 2008 John Deere 644J with bucket, 
snow blade and pallet forks at auction at a time that 
would be convenient and estimated to provide the 
best return. 

Dion Delivered April 30 
Awaiting sale  

 

MEETING April 4, 2019 Regular Council Meeting    

RC19-122 
 

that Council   direct Administration to   research 
information, including Birch Hills County’s Bylaws 
and Policies, related to the attendance of staff and 
Agriculture Service Board (ASB) board members to 
ASB related meetings and conventions, and to bring 
that information to Council at a future meeting. 

Amanda June 24 ASB 
meeting. 

 

MEETING April 25, 2019 Regular Council Meeting    

RC19-145  that Council provide first reading to Bylaw 2019-03, a 
Road Closure Bylaw to close for disposal to public 

Lucy Sent to Minister of 
Transportation for 
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travel all that portion of road allowance described as 
such:  
Plan 2001MC Block 2 
All of Lane lying west and south of Lot 1; 
and direct Administration to forward the bylaw to the 
Minister of Transportation for approval prior to 
bringing it back to Council for second reading. 

approval, awaiting 
response. 

RC19-151  that Council direct Administration to contact 
Enterprises Fleet Management and to make 
arrangements to sign up for this program and to 
self-fund the original purchase of the 2019 ½ ton 
truck in the capital budget through Enterprise Fleet 
Management with a GPS pro package. 

Dion 
Shelley 

Delivered evening 
of May 22, 2019 

COMPLETED 

RC19-152 that Council direct Administration to research 
information regarding the potential installation of the 
GPS Pro monitoring package on all Birch Hills 
County fleet vehicles and bring it to a future Regular 
Council Meeting. 

Dion GPS in 3 trucks 
and 1 grader for 
trial. 

 

RC19-165 that Council direct Administration to continue working 
with Alberta Environment and Parks on the removal 
of disposition DLO 860724 from Dreamers Lake and 
to update Council on the progress of this project at a 
future meeting. 

Dion As per direction. 
Awaiting for 
clarification. 

 

RC19-167  that Council direct Administration to accept the bid 
from Kubota of $273,000.00 for two 2018 Kubota 

 2 Kabota Tractors 
delivered, 2 New 

COMPLETE 
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M6-141DTCC-F tractors with Loaders and directs 
Administration to dispose the two New Holland 
tractors by auction. 

Hollands sold left 
BHC yard on May 
30. 

MEETING May 23, 2019 Regular Council Meeting    

RC19-175 that Council direct Administration to draft an update 
to Policy 37-01-16 Drainage Works and Culverts to 
include the changes discussed including costs for 
unauthorized work and to bring it back to a future 
Regular Council Meeting for review and possible 
approval. 

   

RC19-176 that Council approve the disbursement of the 2019 
Recreation Grant funding based on the Recreation 
Board’s recommendation to disburse the funds as 
follows: 
Birch Hills Senior Centre                                     $5,000 
Community of Co-ordinating Organizations      $31,000 
Eaglesham and District Agricultural Society       $4,000 
Eaglesham Lakeside Golf and Country Club    $30,000 
Kakut Lake Resort                                              $7,690 
Tangent Community Hall Society          $7,000 
Tangent Park Society                                         $8,690 
Watino Ladies Community Association          $1,620 
West Smoky Recreation Centre                       $30,000 
Total                                                               $125,000 

Hermann/Lisa Cheques mailed 
out with allocation 
letters May 27, 
2019. 

COMPLETED 

RC19-177 that Council direct Administration to review Policy 
Number 71-01-19, the Recreation Operating 
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Assistance Grant Policy and develop methodology to 
include past financial performance of applicants in 
developing recommendations for funding allocation 
and bring the updated policy back to Council for review 
and comment before the end of September, 2019. 

RC19-178 that Council approve the reimbursement, or the 
payment of invoices, of an amount not exceeding $200 
based on the request submitted by Ms. Jenna Toews 
on behalf of the residents of Peoria as a Community 
Enhancement Grant for the planting and care of 
brightly colored annual flowers by the sign identifying 
the Hamlet of Peoria. 

Hermann Letter drafted to 
Jenna Toews and 
mailed out May 
24, 2019. 

COMPLETE 

RC19-179 that Council approve the absence of Reeve 
Manzulenko from the May 23, 2019 Regular Council 
Meeting due to being away from the County for 
personal reasons.  

Shawna  COMPLETE 

RC19-180 that Council declare June 2 nd  to 8 th  Seniors’ Week 2019
and authorize Reeve Manzulenko to sign the 
declaration on behalf of the County. 

Tracy/Shawna Advertised in the 
Signal for week of 
May 27 & June 3 
and on BHC 
Social media. 

COMPLETED 

RC19-182 that Council Authorize an increase of $500 to the Birch 
Hills County Library Board (from $16,600 to $17,100) 
based on the $500 increased rental costs for the 
Tangent Library and direct Administration to: 
a.   to include $500 in additional funding for the Library 

Hermann Letter dated May 
29 mailed to both 
Kylie Sommerville 
and Chair Lynne 
Laurin. 

COMPLETED 
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Board in the 2020 Operating and Maintenance Budget; 
b.   advise the Board of Council’s decision; and 
c. to track the 2019 Budget performance and bring a 
request for an additional draw from the rate 
stabilization reserve at year end if required. 

RC19-183 that Council direct the CAO to coordinate a workshop 
to be held around the third week of June 2019 for 
members of Council, the CAO, and Public Works 
managerial staff regarding the policies applicable to, 
and the goals for, road maintenance based on the 
availability of, and inputs from, Council and staff.  

Hermann Workshop will be 
after the Regular 
Council meeting 
on June 13. ASB 
meeting then will 
be at Tangent Hall 
on June 24th with 
dinner/RMA 
meeting to follow.  

SCHEDULED 
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  Agenda Item No: 9.a.i 

 

 

Request for Decision (RFD) 
Meeting: Regular Council Reviewed/ Approved For Submission 
Meeting Date: June 13, 2019 CAO  
Originated By: Michael Coy, Manager of  Manager  Dion Hynes 
  Infrastructure Projects Presenter Michael Coy  
Item Title:  Application for Community  
  Enhancement Grant Funds  
 
DESCRIPTION: 

Council is being provided with a request for $664.35 in funding under the Community 
Enhancement Program that was submitted by Ms. Martine Piebiak on behalf of the Eaglesham 
& District Agricultural Society. 

BACKGROUND / PROPOSAL: 

Policy 62-01-16, the Community Enhancement Grant Policy was approved by Council on 
March 9, 2017.  The request is for the planting and care of brightly colored annual flowers 
along the main street of the hamlet of Eaglesham, plus at the post office and Eaglesham Parts 
& Service. This involves the care and watering of 10 oak barrels plus the park entrance by 
volunteers and a summer student.  Last year they received $490.00 and Council made the 
following resolutions at the May 10, 2018 Regular Council meeting:  
  

RC18-170 “Moved by Councillor Joudrey that Council approve the funding of $490.00 
requested by Ms. Martine Piebiak on behalf of the residents of Eaglesham as a 
Community Enhancement Grant for the Planting and care of brightly colored 
annual flowers in oak barrels at various location along the streets of the Hamlet of 
Eaglesham and at the park entrance.” 

 
DISCUSSION / BENEFITS / DISDVANTAGES: 

Staff have reviewed this application, and it appears to meet the requirements contained in the 
policy.  There is a commitment in the application for buy in and involvement by the Hamlet’s 
residents. 
 
Council has approved two Community Enhancement Grant request this year first to Mrs. 
Denise Doran - hamlet of Watino for $412.02 and Ms. Jenna Toews - hamlet of Peoria for 
$200.00. 
 
COST / SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

The policy contains limits of $1000 and $500 for Small Projects and Celebration/Activities.  The 
current budget plans for 2019 is a total of $5,000, based on $1,000 for each of the Hamlets of 
Wanham, Eaglesham, Tangent, Watino, and Eaglesham. 
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There has been no commitment for Eaglesham funds to date. 
 
ATTACHMENT(s): 

Application for Community Enhancement grant submitted to Council by Martine Piebiak. 

OPTIONS: 

Council may choose to: 
 
1. Approve funding for the $664.35 (or another amount if deemed appropriate) requested by 

Ms. Martine Piebiak on behalf of the residents of Eaglesham as a Community 
Enhancement Grant for the planting and care of brightly colored annual flowers in oak 
barrels along the streets of the hamlet of Eaglesham plus at the park entrance; or 
 

2. Decline the request for $664.35 submitted by Ms. Martine Piebiak on behalf of the 
residents of Eaglesham under the Community Enhancement Program; or 
 

3. Take other action as deemed appropriate. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Administration recommends that Council approve the funding of $664.35 requested by Ms. 
Martine Piebiak on behalf of the residents of Eaglesham as a Community Enhancement Grant 
for the planting and care of brightly colored annual flowers in oak barrels along the streets of 
the hamlet of Eaglesham plus at the park entrance. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Box 157, Wanham, AB T0H 3P0                            Telephone: (780) 694-3793  Fax: (780) 694-3788 

Date Received: 

Project Number: 

Please use extra paper if needed. 

Applicant Information 

Community Enhancement Grant  Internal Use Only 

Small Projects Grant Application 

Application Form 

Applicant Name/Group: 

Contact Person: Phone: 

Address:  

Postal Code: Email Address: 

Applicant Description 
Who is involved in this 
project? 

Project Information 

Project Name 

create a project name 

Project Location 

Include an address if available. 

Project Description 
Briefly describe the project. 

Community Impact 

Community Involvement 
How will you involve 
neighbours? 

Community Benefit How 

will this project benefit 
your community and 
neighbours? 

Project Sustainability 
Who will maintain and 
manage the project in 
the long term? 

Eaglesham & District Agricultural Society

Martine Piebiak (780) 837-4783

PO Box 207

T0H 1H0 admin@eaglesham.biz

Eaglesham and District Agricultural Society, Seniors Social Centre, local
businesses and individual community members.

Eaglesham and Entrance Park

Eaglesham, at the entrance park on the corner of hwy. 739 and 49th ave,
plus the along highway 739 the main north south route through the hamlet.

Planting and care of brightly coloured annual flowers along the main street
of the hamlet of Eaglesham, plus at the post office and Eaglesham Parts &
Service. 10 oak barrels plus the entrance park.

The care and watering of the 10 barrels involves 10 different citizens 
and/or businesses, in Eaglesham.

Annual flowers provide a splash of colour along the main traffic pattern 
of Eaglesham. Bybuying and coordinating the flowers from the same 
greenhouse there is a consistency in the look of the flowers. This group 
effort increases the curb appeal of the hamlet and increasescommunity 
pride. Visitors can see that our citizens care about their surroundings.

Doris Mazurek is responsible for coordinating volunteers to water barrels. 
Doug Greenfield is responsible to coordinate additional watering as 
needed, in the welcome sign park, from the ag society summer 
student (Chloe Paradis)
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Box 157, Wanham, AB T0H 3P0                            Telephone: (780) 694-3793  Fax: (780) 694-3788 

General Budget 

A project budget will help clarify the anticipated cost of your proposed project. This will help the County assess your 

application. Estimate the costs and out‐of‐pocket expenses of your project . 

ITEM DESCRIPTION / DETAILS PRICE/COST SUBTOTAL 

$ 

General Work Plan 
A general work plan will help clarify the details of your proposed project. Outline the general work that will 

be undertaken to complete the project. Estimated the time required to complete the project. 

TOTAL PROJECT COST 

March 2019 - order flowers from Birch Hills Colony
May 2019 - confirm/assign volunteers to water each barrel
May 2019 - work bee to plants flowers (2 hours for five people)
May - August 2019 - water flowers daily during hottest days, 3X/week in cooler/rain weather

plant material annual bedding plants $364.35

summer student wages watering entrance park (all other pots watered by volunteers) $15/hour x 20 hours $300

364.35

300

$664.35
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Box 157, Wanham, AB T0H 3P0                            Telephone: (780) 694-3793  Fax: (780) 694-3788 

Community Contribution 

It is important to document the contributions of those involved (community contribution). This will help the 

County assess how much grant funding the project may be eligible to receive. The more contributions made 

by the community towards the project, the more grant funding the project will be eligible to receive. 

Contributions can be in the form of volunteer time or labour, donated supplies & materials, donated 

professional services and/or cash. 

How many hours of volunteer time and labour is being contributed by the community towards this project? 

What materials or supplies are being donated by the community towards this project? 

How much cash is being donated by the community towards this project? 

Are there any other contributions being made by the community towards this project? 

What grant amount you are requesting? 
$ 

(maximum $1,000 per project or $500 per event) 

The signatory declares that s/he is the applicant, or elected chair, president or designated lead of a group 

applicant.  The signatory confirms that there is general support from residents and/or neighbours that are 

involved or affected by the project, and that any funds received as a result of this application will be used 

only for the purposes set forth herein. 

Signature: Date: 

Name (print): Phone: 

10 hours planting flowers, 4 hours coordinating volunteer watering,
15 minutes/barrel x 10 barrels x 5 days/week x 15 weeks (May 23 - September 1) = 187.5 hours 
TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS = 202

Residents and businesses are donating water and watering supplies

none

no

$664.35

May 29th, 2019

(780) 837-4783Martine Piebiak
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1

Hermann Minderlein

From: Martine Piebiak <m.piebiak@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 11:34 AM

To: Hermann Minderlein; Shawna Schwerdt

Subject: Fwd: Eaglesham Ag.pdf

Attachments: ATT00001.txt; Eaglesham Ag.pdf

Here is the supporting invoice for the CEG application.  Our society has already paid this invoice and hope to be 

reimbursed through the grant.  Thanks for your support of our communities’ volunteer efforts. 

 

Cheers, 

Martine 

 

 

 

PO Box 97 

Eaglesham, AB  T0H 1H0 

 

home:  (780) 359-2448 if busy call my cell. 

cell:  (780) 837-4783 

 

 

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Doris Mazurek <dorismazurek@hotmail.com> 

Date: Sun, May 26, 2019 at 10:32 PM 

Subject: Eaglesham Ag.pdf 

To: andrea.n.farrell@gmail.com <andrea.n.farrell@gmail.com>, m.piebiak@gmail.com <m.piebiak@gmail.com> 

 

 

 

This is the invoice that was given to me by Birch Hills Colony for the flowers.   

Can we count on Doug to water the ones that are at the little park across from the ATB. 

Thanks again for sponsoring the community flowers. 

Doris 
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INVOICE
B HILLS FARMING CO. LTD

Box 235
Wanham, Alberta T0H 3P0

Canada

Phone: (780) 694-2535 ext 203
Fax: (780) 694-2593

Mobile: (780) 978-4171

BILL TO
Eaglesham and Ag Society

Invoice Number: GH-2173

Invoice Date: May 25, 2019

Payment Due: June 24, 2019

Amount Due (CAD): $364.35

Product Quantity Price Amount

1204
12-pack tray marigolds and pansies

3 $25.00 $75.00

4"
geraniums

24 $3.00 $72.00

12"
combo baskets

10 $20.00 $200.00

Subtotal: $347.00

GST 5% (175628675 TR0001): $17.35

Total: $364.35

Amount Due (CAD): $364.35

Received in good order by: X
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  Agenda Item No: 9.b.i 

 

 

Request for Decision (RFD) 
Meeting: Regular Council Reviewed/ Approved For Submission 
Meeting Date: June 13, 2019 CAO  
Originated By: CAO Minderlein  Manager   
Item Title:  Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills  Presenter  CAO Minderlein 
  County Intermunicipal Development Plan  
 
DESCRIPTION: 

Council is being provided with the draft Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) prepared for 
Birch Hills County and Saddle Hills County.  T. 

BACKGROUND / PROPOSAL: 

Administration for Birch Hills County and Saddle Hills County have met to discuss the creation 
of an Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP), as legislated in the recently amended Municipal 
Government Act.  The deadline to have a plan in place is April 1, 2021, as per an approved 
extension by the Minister of Municipal Affairs. 

 
A draft has been prepared for Council’s review.  This draft is subject to amendments based on 
public input and feedback from the councils of either municipality throughout the process.  The 
“Plan Area” of the IDP is being proposed as one half mile on either side of the MD/County 
border with agriculture being the primary use of land, and non-agricultural uses considered in 
areas that will not negatively impact the agricultural uses.  Subdivision applications, Land Use 
Bylaw amendments and Area Structure Plans within the Plan Area will trigger referrals to the 
other municipality for comment.  Development permit applications shall be in accordance with 
the IDP.   

 
If both councils accept the draft version of the IDP for presentation to the public, an Open 
House may be scheduled.  Potential dates that have been discussed are August 21st or 22nd.  
Saddle Hills County will confirm their acceptance of the draft IDP and potential date after their 
Council meeting on June 25th.   

 
COST / SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

Advertising, hosting expenses.   
Funding source:  Saddle Hills County Alberta Community Partnership (ACP) 2018/19 grant. 
 
ATTACHMENT(s): 

Draft Birch Hills County and Saddle Hills County Intermunicipal Development Plan. 

OPTIONS: 

Council may choose to: 
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1. Accept the draft Birch Hills County and Saddle Hills County Intermunicipal Development 

Plan as presented and direct that an Open House be scheduled for August 21st or 22nd, 
2019, to be held in Kakut Lake at the Community Hall there at 7:00 p.m.; or 
 

2. direct administration accordingly. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Administration recommends that Council accept the draft Birch Hills County and Saddle Hills 
County Intermunicipal Development Plan as presented and direct that an Open House be 
scheduled for August 21st or 22nd, 2019, to be held in Kakut Lake at the Community Hall there 
at 7:00 p.m. 
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Intermunicipal Development Plan between Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County  2 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. In accordance with the Municipal Government Act (“MGA”) Saddle Hills 

County and Birch Hills County have agreed to undertake the process for 

preparing and adopting an Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP). 

 

1.2. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County recognize that all 

municipalities are equals and have the right to grow and develop. 

2. MUNICIPAL PROFILES 

 

Saddle Hills County  

Saddle Hills County covers an area of approximately 

587,700 hectares (1,452,000 acres), with a population 

of 2,225 (Federal Census, 2016).  The County contains 

one hamlet, and is bordered by five Alberta 

municipalities (Municipal District of Spirit River, Birch 

Hills County, County of Grande Prairie, Clear Hills 

County, Municipal District of Fairview) and is adjacent 

the Peace River Regional District in British Columbia.   

The economy of Saddle Hills County is predominantly 

agriculture and natural resource extraction. 

 

 

Birch Hills County 
 

Birch Hills County covers an area of approximately 

290,597 hectares (718,080 acres), with a population 

of 1,553 (Federal Census, 2016).  The Municipality 

contains five hamlets, and is bordered by eight 

municipalities (Municipal District of Smoky River, 

Municipal District of Fairview, Municipal District of 

Greenview, Municipal District of Spirit River, 

Municipal District of Peace, Northern Sunrise 

County, County of Grande Prairie and Saddle Hills 

County). 

The economy of Birch Hills County is predominantly 

agriculture and natural resource extraction. 

 

3. LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

3.1. The MGA identifies the following as matters to be addressed for lands within 

the boundary of the IDP: 

3.1.1. Future land use; 

3.1.2. Proposals for and the manner of future development; 

3.1.3. Conflict resolution procedures; 

3.1.4. Procedures to amend or repeal the plan; and 

3.1.5. Provisions relating to the administration of the plan. 
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Intermunicipal Development Plan between Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County  3 

4. PLAN AREA 

4.1. The IDP Area (the Plan Area) is an 800 meter (one half mile) boundary on either 

side of the intermunicipal border that separates the municipalities (Map 1). 

5. GOALS 

5.1. The following are goals that have been identified by Saddle Hills County and 

Birch Hills County for the Plan Area. Some of the goals are of an on-going 

nature while some may be seen as more time specific. 

5.1.1. Development of land use polices to protect prime 

agricultural lands from premature re-designation, 

subdivision, and non-farm development. 

5.1.2. Effective coordination of transportation systems and protection of 

required land for future road network developments. 

5.1.3. Development of land use policies to ensure that future sites for 

recreation areas are considered. 

5.1.4. Development of a plan for the provision of utility corridors within 

the Plan Area to provide for future growth and development of the 

IDP area and to ensure oil and gas development/pipelines do not 

inhibit or restrict the future development of the region. 

5.1.5. Identification and protection of physical features and 

environmentally sensitive areas. 

5.1.6. Effective referral mechanisms and dispute resolution 

mechanisms. 

5.1.7. Effective plan administration and implementation. 
 

6. CURRENT EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PLAN AREA 

6.1. Current existing characteristics of the Plan Area (Map 2) include: 

 

6.1.1. Agricultural: 

6.1.1.1. There is a mix of agricultural operations including 

grazing and dry land farming. 

6.1.1.2. The majority of the land within the Plan Area is 

designated as Agricultural (A) and Crown Land (CL) 

Districts. 

 

6.1.2. Residential Development: 

6.1.2.1. The residential development within the Plan Area is 

comprised of residential farm housing within the 

Agricultural District serviced by individual Private sewage 

systems and water sources. 
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Intermunicipal Development Plan between Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County  4 

6.1.3. Transportation Infrastructure: 

6.1.3.1. Two Provincial Highways, Highways 2 and 49, as well as 

several secondary highways are used to access both 

municipalities. 

 

6.1.4. Peace River Watershed: 

6.1.4.1. Both Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County are located 

within the Peace River Watershed. 

 

6.1.5. Environmentally Sensitive Areas: 

6.1.5.1. There are several environmental areas within the Plan 

Area as identified on Map 3. 
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INTERMUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Map 1 - Plan Area Boundaries

EDMONTON

SADDLE HILLS COUNTY 
BIRCH HILLS COUNTY
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BIRCH HILLS
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SADDLE HILLS
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(Draft Version 2019-04-09)
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HAT
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Intermunicipal Development Plan between Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County  6 

7. LAND USE POLICIES 

7.1. Both municipalities shall strive to engage in effective dialogue when 

considering land use in the Plan Area, while maintaining complete jurisdiction 

on lands within their own boundaries. 

 

7.2. All subdivision applications, Land Use Bylaw amendments, and Area Structure 

Plans within the Plan Area will be referred to the other municipality for 

comment.  All development permit applications approved by the either 

municipality’s Development Authority shall be in accordance with the 

provisions of this IDP.  Any disputes shall be dealt with through the procedure 

outlined within Section 16 of this document. 

 

7.3. All new or expanding Confined Feeding Operations within the Plan Area 

requiring registrations or approvals and manure storage facilities requiring 

authorization under the Agricultural Operations Practices Act shall be referred 

to the other municipality for comment. 

 

7.4. Both municipalities agree to jointly discuss ways to cooperate with provincial 

and federal agencies as well as utility providers to help facilitate the efficient 

delivery of infrastructure and services that are of a mutual benefit. 

 

7.5. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County shall strive, to the best of their ability 

and knowledge, to refer all notices of government projects within the Plan Area 

to the adjacent municipality. 

 

7.6. Within the Plan Area, both municipalities are encouraged to share with the 

other municipality the results of all publically available technical analysis, 

submitted as part of development applications, where there is potential for 

impacts on land and bodies of water within the adjacent municipality. 

 

7.7. Both municipalities shall support watershed management and protection best 

practices. 

 

7.8. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County agree that development of lands that 

are within the Plan Area may contain a historically significant site.  Should an 

area be deemed to have some historical significance, the developer may be 

required to conduct a Historical Resource Impact Assessment (HRIA) and should 

contact the appropriate Provincial Government Department regarding the 

development. 
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7.9. The following land use provisions will apply to all new agricultural development 

within Plan Area: 

7.9.1. Both municipalities agree that agriculture and grazing will continue to 

be the primary use of land in the Plan Area, and non-agricultural uses 

should be considered only in such areas where they will not negatively 

impact agriculture and grazing. 

7.9.2. Both municipalities will work cooperatively to encourage good 

neighbor farming practices, such as dust, weed and insect control 

adjacent to developed areas, through best management practices and 

Alberta Agricultural guidelines. 

7.9.3. If disputes or complaints in either municipality arise between 

ratepayers and agricultural operators, the municipality receiving the 

complaint shall strive to direct the affected parties to the appropriate 

agency, government department or municipality for consultation or 

resolution wherever necessary. 

 

7.10. In considering subdivision and development permit applications in the Plan 

Area, the respective municipality’s Subdivision and Development Authority will 

ensure the proposed project is compatible with the adjacent uses. 

 

7.11. All appeals of developments and subdivisions within the Plan Area will be 

considered by the governing municipality’s Subdivision and Development 

Appeal Board, excepting those where there is a provincial requirement for the 

appeal to be referred to the Municipal Government Board. 
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8. NATURAL RESOURCE EXTRACTION 

8.1. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County recognize the importance of resource 

extraction to the local economy and to the maintenance of transportation 

routes and other infrastructure. 

 

8.2. The municipalities shall consider the effects of visual intrusion, dust, noise, 

traffic, and air and water pollution when evaluating applications for new or 

expanded gravel pits or other extractive activities, within the Plan Area where 

they maintain jurisdiction. 

 

8.3. Within the Plan Area, each municipality will notify the adjacent municipality of 

any resource development proposal and provide an opportunity for comment. 

In the event the resource development results in access being required from a 

road under the control or management of another municipality, the 

municipality having control or management of the road must give its approval 

for the use of a road, in writing, prior to the application being considered as 

complete by the other municipality. 

 

8.4. Either municipality may require an agreement regarding the construction, 

repair, and maintenance of any municipal roads, which may be impacted by 

resource development, when the development requires access to come from 

the other municipality’s road. 

 

8.5. If either Saddle Hills County or Birch Hills County are in receipt of a notice for 

new or expanded gravel pit within the Plan Area, they shall forward a copy of 

the notice to the other municipality. 
 

9. INDUSTRY AND ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 

9.1. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County recognize the important role that 

industry and renewable energy development play in supporting the local and 

regional economy. 

 

9.2. Lands under consideration for industrial development that do not currently 

allow for a proposed use, shall be required to re-designate to a suitable Land 

Use District. 

 

9.3. The municipalities will encourage the location of renewable energy 

developments within the Plan Area: 

9.3.1. where compatible with existing land uses and; 

9.3.2. in consideration of comments from the adjacent municipality. 
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10. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

10.1. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County agree that development proposed in 

proximity to any and all named water courses shall be carefully evaluated for 

any impacts on water quality. 

 

10.2. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County support the work of the Peace River 

Watershed Alliance. 

 

10.3. The municipalities shall encourage all agricultural operators and others to 

continue best efforts to maintain high standards of water quality. 

 

10.4. Land use and development in flood prone areas is generally discouraged, but 

where it is considered by the host municipality, it shall be carefully regulated 

such that there is no negative effect on the adjacent municipality. 

 

10.5. Landowners and residents shall be encouraged to follow water conservation 

practices, as established by their respective municipality. 

 

10.6. Both municipalities will endeavour to ensure all sources of potable water 

supplies within their respective jurisdictions are protected and meet provincial 

guidelines for water quality. 

 

10.7. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County agree that development of lands 

within the Plan Area may impact environmentally significant sites identified on 

Map 3. Development in these areas may be required to: 

10.7.1. conduct an environmental impact assessment (EIA); and/or 

10.7.2. contact Alberta Environment and Parks. 
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11. MUNICIPAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

11.1. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County agree to work together to support 

the development of municipal infrastructure required to service developments 

within the Plan Area. 

 

11.2. Prior to any joint municipal infrastructure developments proceeding the 

municipalities will enter into a cost sharing agreement to share the costs of the 

development based on the prorated benefit to each municipality. 

12. TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 

12.1. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County will work together to ensure a safe 

and efficient transportation network is developed and maintained to service 

the farm operations, residents and businesses within the Plan Area. 

 

12.2. When subdivisions are approved in the Plan Area, all right-of-way requirements 

will be secured to ensure that long-term transportation and road plans can be 

implemented when warranted. 

 

12.3. Each municipality shall be notified of any subdivision or development proposal 

in the other municipality that will result in access being required from a road 

under its control or management. 
 

13. UTILITY CORRIDORS 

13.1. The continued demand for the location or telecommunications infrastructure 

and utility servicing has the potential to impact land use within municipalities; 

however, the municipalities are aware that the jurisdiction of utility approvals is 

outside of their direct control: 

13.1.1. Where there is an application for a new, expanded or retrofitted 

telecommunications tower within the Plan Area, both parties shall 

notify the other Municipality to seek their comments. 

13.1.2. When providing a Letter of Concurrence for a new, expanded or 

retrofitted telecommunications tower, both parties shall request 

telecommunications companies to co-locate on an existing tower 

within the Plan Area where technically feasible. 

13.1.3. When providing comments to provincial and federal departments 

regarding utility development within the Plan Area, both parties shall 

request that consideration be given to the establishment of utility 

corridors with multiple users. 

13.2. Both parties shall also acknowledge that the development of the oil and gas 

industry has played an integral part in the development of the region.  Both 
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parties will work with the oil and gas industry to ensure that the orderly 

development of the Plan Area is not unduly restricted by the development of oil 

and gas infrastructure, including pipelines. 

14. PLAN ADMINISTRATION AND IMPLEMENTATION 

14.1. Adoption Process 

14.1.1. This IDP and any amendments to it shall be adopted by bylaw by 

Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County in accordance with the 

MGA. 

14.1.2. Any amendments to the Municipal Development Plans and Land Use 

Bylaws of Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County required to 

implement the policies of the IDP should occur as soon as practicable, 

following adoption of this IDP or any amendment to the IDP that 

establishes or amends policies within this IDP. 

 

14.2. Approving Authorities 

14.2.1. In the hierarchy of statutory plans, the IDP shall take precedence over 

the other municipal statutory plans. 

14.2.2. Each municipality shall be responsible for the administration and 

decisions on all statutory plans, land use bylaws, and amendments 

thereto within their boundaries. 

 

14.3. Plan Amendments 

14.3.1. An amendment to this Plan may be proposed by either municipality. 

An amendment to the Plan proposed by a landowner shall be made to 

the municipality in which the subject land is located. 

14.3.2. An amendment to this Plan has no effect unless adopted by both 

municipalities by bylaw in accordance with the MGA. 

 

14.4. Intermunicipal Cooperation 

14.4.1. The municipalities agree to create a recommending body known as 

the Intermunicipal Committee (hereinafter referred to as the 

Committee). 

14.4.2. The Committee will meet on an as required basis and will develop 

recommendations to the municipal Councils on all matters of strategic 

direction and cooperation affecting the municipality’s residents, 

except matters where other current operating structures and 

mechanisms are operating successfully.  The topics to be discussed will 

include: 

14.4.2.1. Long-term strategic growth plans for the municipalities as 

may be reflected in the IDP, Municipal Development Plans, 
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Area Structure Plans and other strategic studies. 

14.4.2.2. Intermunicipal and regional transportation issues including 

the Transportation and Utility Corridors, truck routes. 

14.4.2.3. Prompt circulation of major land use, subdivision and 

development proposals in either municipality which 

may impact the other municipality; and 

14.4.2.4. The discussion of intermunicipal or multi-jurisdictional 

issues in lieu of a regional planning system. 

14.4.3. The Committee shall consist of four members, being two 

Councillors from each municipality. 

14.4.4. The Chief Administrative Officers and/or designated staff will be 

advisory staff to the Committee, responsible to develop agendas 

and recommendations on all matters, and for forwarding all 

recommendations from the Committee to their respective 

Councils. 

 

14.5. Plan Review 

14.5.1. Once every five years, the IDP will be formally reviewed by the 

Committee in conjunction with the Intermunicipal Collaboration 

Framework in order to confirm, or recommend amendment, of 

any particular policy contained herein. The Committee will 

prepare recommendations for consideration by the municipal 

councils. 

15. CIRCULATION AND REFERRAL PROCESS 

15.1. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County agree to refer the following planning 

proposals within the Plan Area: 

15.1.1. Municipal Development Plans and Municipal Development Plan 

amendments (28 day response period). 

15.1.2. Area Structure Plans, Area Redevelopment Plans and amendments (21 

day response period). 

15.1.3. Land Use Re-designations (21 day response period). 

15.1.4. Subdivisions (21 day response period). 

15.1.5. Development permits for discretionary uses (21 day response period). 

15.1.6. Road access requests/notices (21 day response period). 

 

16. DISPUTE/CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

16.1. Saddle Hills County and Birch Hills County agree that the following process shall 

be used to resolve or attempt to resolve disputes between the municipalities 

arising from the following: 

16.1.1. Lack of agreement on proposed amendments to the IDP; 
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16.1.2. Lack of agreement on any proposed statutory plan, land use bylaw or 

amendment thereto for lands located within or affecting the Plan 

Area; or 

16.1.3. Lack of agreement on an interpretation of this IDP. 

 

16.2. Lack of agreement pursuant to section 16.1.1 or 16.1.2 is defined as a statutory 

plan, land use bylaw or amendment to either which is given first reading by a 

Council which the other Council deems to be inconsistent with the policies of 

this Plan or detrimental to their planning interests as a Municipality. 

 

16.3. A dispute shall be limited to the decisions on the matters listed in section 16.1.  

Any other appeal shall be made to the appropriate approving authority or 

appeal board that deals with that issue. 

 

16.4. The dispute resolution process may only be initiated by either of the municipal 

Councils. 

 

16.5. Identification of a dispute and the desire to go through the dispute 

resolution process may occur at any time regarding a dispute matter 

outlined in section 16.1.3 and may only occur within 30 calendar days of a 

decision made pursuant to section 16.1. 

 

Once either municipality has received written notice of a dispute, the 

dispute resolution process must be started within 15 calendar days of the 

date the written notice was received, unless both Chief Administrative 

Officers agree otherwise. 

 

16.6. In the event the dispute resolution process is initiated the municipality 

having authority over the matter shall not give any further approval in any 

way until the dispute has been resolved or the mediation process has been 

concluded. 

 

16.7. In the event mediation does not resolve the dispute, the municipality may 

proceed to adopt the bylaw and in accordance with the MGA, the other 

municipality will have the right to appeal to the Municipal Government 

Board. 

 

16.8. The Committee formed under the Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework 

will be the forum used in relation to any disputes. 
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Dispute/Conflict Resolution Process 

 

Stage 1 - Administrative Review 

The Chief Administrative Officers of both municipalities will meet in an attempt to 

resolve the issue first. Failing resolution, the dispute will then be referred to the 

Committee.  In the event a resolution is not achieved by the 30th day following the first 

meeting of the Chief Administrative Officers of both municipalities, either municipality 

may refer the dispute to the Committee. 

 

Stage 2 - Committee Review 

The Committee will convene to consider and attempt to resolve the dispute. Failing 

resolution, the dispute will then be referred to mediation.  In the event a resolution is 

not achieved by the 30th day following the first meeting of the Committee, either 

municipality may refer the dispute to the Mediation. 

 

Stage 3 - Mediation 

The services of an independent mediator will be retained, with the mediator to present 

a written recommendation to both municipal Councils. The costs of mediation shall be 

shared equally between the municipalities. 

 

Stage 4 - Municipal Government Board 

In the event the mediation process does not resolve the dispute, the municipality may 

proceed to adopt the bylaw and in accordance with the Municipal 

Government Act, the other municipality will have the right to appeal to the 

Municipal Government Board. 

17. CORRESPONDENCE 

17.1. Written notice by mail under this Plan shall be addressed as follows: 

17.1.1 In the case of Saddle Hills County to: 

 

Saddle Hills County 

Attention: Chief Administrative Officer 

RR 1 

Spirit River, Alberta T0H 3G0 

 

17.1.2 In the case of Birch Hills County to: 

 

Birch Hills County  

Attention: Chief Administrative Officer 

Box 157 

Wanham, Alberta T0H 3P0 

 

17.2 In addition to section 17.1, notices may be sent by electronic mail to the Chief 

Administrative Officer.
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  Agenda Item No: 9.c.i 

Request for Decision (RFD) 
Meeting:  Regular Reviewed/ Approved For Submission 
Meeting Date:  June 13th, 2019 CAO:    
Originated By: Dion Hynes/Dir. Public Works Manager:   
Item Title:  Disposal of Asset Pump/Pipe Presenter: Dion Hynes 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Administration is providing Council with information regarding aluminum pipe and pumps that 
are owned by the County and no longer used. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The aluminum 150mm (6 inch) pipe used for years by the water department is no longer 
needed for operations. 
   
The pumps and pipes were used mostly to transfer water from road side ditches to our County 
reservoirs in the Hamlets.  This raw water was then treated and distributed throughout the 
Hamlet.  The regional water approach has led to this equipment being surplus to the County’s 
requirements.  
 
DISCUSSION / BENEFITS / DISADVANTAGES: 
 
The pumps and pipe could be sold at auction to get the highest possible return and avoid any 
further deterioration in their condition. 
 
COST / SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
 
Proceeds would be coded to general revenues, and could be later allocated to restricted or 
unrestricted reserves if deemed appropriate. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

 
Inventory of Aluminum pipe and 2 pumps 
Pictures of Aluminum pipe and 2 pumps 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Council may choose to: 
 

1. Direct administration to dispose of the surplus 6” aluminum pipe and pumps by 
means of public auction; or 
 

2. Direct administration to not dispose of the surplus 6” aluminum pipe and pumps by 
means of public auction and retain the assets in the County yard for possible future 
use. 
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  Agenda Item No: 9.c.i 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
It is Administration’s recommendation  
 
“that Council direct administration to dispose of the surplus 6” aluminum and pumps by means 
of public auction.” 
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Aluminum Pipe Inventory 

 

40 ft ǆ 6” pipes with RaiŶwaǇ HPRL 600 coupliŶg sǇsteŵ. 
  250     Undamaged 

    10      Damaged 

       6      shorter pipes between 15 and 20 feet 

        Some ring clamps included 

       7      45 degree elbows,  

1 90 degree elbow 

 

1 International  Propane powered  V-8 Engine 

mounted with a Berkley pump Model # P4JQPM-3 

 

1    Ford Natural gas powered V-8 Engine 

   mounted with a Berkley pump Model # P4JQPM-3 
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Board Meeting Highlights 
May 25, 2019 

This summary is designed to keep you informed about Peace Library System (PLS) activities and Board decisions. It is distributed to 
member councils, library boards and the PLS Board of Directors after each Board meeting. 

The Board reviewed 2018 accomplishments and received the 2018 
Annual Report and the 2018 Audited Financial Statements, copies of 
which will be distributed to councils, library boards, and contracting 
school divisions.  
 
The Director provided an update on PLS headquarters upgrades funded 
by the provincial Infrastructure Grant. The bulk of the word was done 
in four phases in 2018. She reported that there was about $110,000 
remaining at the end of April, and most of this would be spent by the 
end of the year. The grant must be spent by the end of 2020.   
 
The Board approved the revised Five-Year Capital Plan and noted that 
capital reserves were depleting over the next five years. 
 
The Board reviewed the cost to increase SuperNet bandwidth for some 
libraries in the region. This is not a cost that PLS can take on, but the 
Board will lobby the provincial and federal governments for support for 
higher broadband in rural Alberta.  
 
The Director highlighted what had been accomplished in 2018-2019 
with provincial library funding to serve Indigenous communities. 
Memorandums of Understanding are now in place with five library 
boards to take library materials, programs and services to nearby 
Indigenous communities. Much progress has been made and funds 
remain to continue outreach services to the end of 2019. There is no 
word on whether a 2019-2020 grant will be received.  
 
Revisions were approved to the following Personnel Policies: Regular 
Hours of Work, Absenteeism, Employee Benefits, Continuing 
Education/Professional Development, Personal Appearance and 
Investment & Management of Private Assets.  
 
The IT Services Manager reported that work is continuing to build new 
library websites. Libraries that have launched the new sites are very 
positive; the remaining websites will be built over the next few months 
one library at a time. 
 
The Consulting Services Manager reported that the 2019 Rural 
Libraries Conference – The Power of People – will be held on 
September 26 and 26 in Grande Prairie, and there will be several 
sessions of interest to trustees.  
. 
 
 
 
  

Present: 
Carolyn Kolababa (Chair) Northern Sunrise County 
Gena Jones  Town of Beaverlodge 
Lorrie Shelp  Big Lakes County 
Denise Joudrey  Birch Hills County 
Peter Frixel  Clear Hills County 
Ray Skrepnek   MD of Fairview 
Stan Golob  Town of Fairview 
Lindsay Brown  Town of Falher 
Meesha Bainton  Town of Fox Creek  
Tammy Brown  Grande Prairie Public Library 
Linda Waddy  County of Grande Prairie 
Chris Thiessen  City of Grande Prairie 
Roxie Rutt  MD of Greenview 
Beth Gillis  Town of High Level 
Marie Brulotte  Town of High Prairie 
Camille Zavisha  Village of Hines Creek 
Sandra Miller  Village of Hythe 
Brad Pearson  MD of Lesser Slave River 
Philippa O'Mahony Town of McLennan 
Belinda Halabisky County of Northern Lights 
Brendan Powell  MD of Opportunity 
Reta Nooskey  Paddle Prairie Métis Settlement 
Sandra Eastman  MD of Peace 
Elaine Manzer  Town of Peace River (Teleconference) 

Roxann Dreger  Village of Rycroft 
John Moen  Saddle Hills County 
Clinton Froehlick  Town of Sexsmith 
Raoul Johnson  MD of Smoky River 
Harry Ezio  Town of Spirit River 
Elaine Garrow  MD of Spirit River 
Tanya Boman  Town of Valleyview 

 
Regrets:  
April Doll  Town of Manning 
Cheryl Novak  Village of Nampa 
Joy McGregor  Town of Slave Lake 
Anna Underwood  Town of Wembley 
Vacant   Village of Berwyn 
Vacant   Village of Donnelly 
Vacant   Village of Girouxville 
 
Absent:  
Dennis Sukeroff  Town of Grimshaw 
Jessica Juneau  Town of Rainbow Lake 

      Peace Library System acknowledges Treaty 8 territory as well as the Métis Nation of Alberta. Peace Library System libraries are 
located on territory that provided a travelling route and home to many Indigenous peoples. 

 

Quick Facts 2019 
Population Served: 174,620 
Members: 38 municipalities & 1 Métis Settlement 
Member Public Libraries: 46 
Contracting Schools: 50 
Chair: Carolyn Kolebaba (Northern Sunrise County)   
Director: Linda Duplessis 

Connecting libraries, people and resources 
through teamwork, technology and training 
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  1 

June 5, 2019 

Municipalities to be Granted Tax Incentive Powers 

Bill 7 will allow municipalities to offer property tax incentives for non-residential uses to 

support economic development 

On June 4, Kaycee Madu, Minister of Municipal Affairs, introduced Bill 7, Municipal Government 

(Property Tax Incentives) Amendment Act. Bill 7 will allow municipalities, through the creation of a bylaw, 

to offer a wide range of property tax incentives for non-residential properties for the purposes of 

attracting and retaining economic development within their municipal boundaries.  

If a municipality chooses to offer a tax incentive, they will have the option to reduce taxes to whatever 

extent they determine is required for up to 15 years. Municipalities will have the choice of what type of 

non-residential properties (i.e. certain industries, minimum or maximum property sizes, specific 

property types) and what location to apply any tax incentives they provide within their municipality. The 

criteria that an individual municipality chooses to use will need to be set out in a bylaw. 

RMA appreciates an additional tool for municipalities that enables autonomous, voluntary, local decision 

making. While this tool may be used to attract new businesses to rural municipalities, it should be used 

carefully to respect existing local businesses and not create an unfair tax burden for them. 

RMA notes that the tax incentives will only apply to the municipal portion of property taxes. The 

education property tax will still be collected in full. 

For a Q&A, click here. To view Bill 7, click here. 

RMA appreciates an additional voluntary tool that enables municipalities to make local decisions and 

will share more details and analysis on Bill 7 as it is available. 

For enquiries, please contact: 

Wyatt Skovron 

Policy Analyst 

wyatt@RMAlberta.com 

Tasha Blumenthal 

Director of External Relations & Advocacy 

tasha@RMAlberta.com 

99Page 99 of 108

https://www.assembly.ab.ca/ISYS/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_1/20190521_bill-007.pdf
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May 23, 2019 

Call for Convention Workshop Proposals 

RMA seeking content for fall 2019 convention 

At RMA’s fall convention there will be an opportunity for delegates to attend their choice of six 

workshops. These workshops are designed for a smaller audience and encourage engagement and 

discussion among the audience and presenters. New for the fall 2019 convention, RMA is seeking 

proposals from those who want to present relevant information to RMA members. Presenters will have 

the opportunity to present to approximately 100 municipal councillors and other convention delegates 

in a 90-minute time slot. 

Those interested in presenting are encouraged to email warren@RMAlberta.com with the topic they 

would like to present, noting how it is relevant to rural municipalities, and their experience in the field 

they are applying to present on. Partnerships between multiple groups to present different perspectives 

on the same topic are encouraged. Different workshop formats will be considered, but proposals 

featuring multiple speakers are preferred. Applying does not guarantee a spot at the RMA convention; 

the RMA will consider the proposed topics when developing the convention agenda. Additionally, RMA 

may work with applicants to adjust their proposal scope to better meet the needs of RMA members. 

Please submit initial applications by August 9, 2019. 

Please note, this is an opportunity to apply to present a topic, with content generated by the 

presenter, at a workshop. If you have a suggestion for a workshop, you are encouraged to find a 

presenter who is knowledgeable on the topic and have them apply directly. 

 

For enquiries, please contact: 

Warren Noga 

Policy Analyst 

warren@RMAlberta.com 

Tasha Blumenthal 

Director of External Relations & Advocacy 

tasha@RMAlberta.com 
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